CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 14, 2007 – 6:00 PM
All council members were present.

Staff present:  Fred Hoppis, Phillip Brown, Sandra Woods, Debbie Kvist, Gwen Britt, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Mike Pitman, David Benfield, Dan Powell, David Holmes
Visitors:  22

WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Long welcomed everyone to the meeting.

INVOCATION:  Councilman Berry Woods, Jr.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
CITIZEN COMMENT
Sherry Hogeboom – I want to thank all the citizens from Country Gardens and all the girls and guys that have backed me on the plan that we have worked out.  I want to thank you Mayor, especially, and Roger for taking time out of your Saturday to come and see what we had, what was involved, what our dream was for the future and how wonderful the area we have is.  It was a hidden treasure that I’m sure none of you realized was there.  We have worked two full weeks with a group called MFUGE.  These are young students that are housed at North Greenville University.  These boys and girls are gems.  I mean that from the bottom of my heart.  They have worked there tails off with us.  They have helped us truly in looking at our vision and trying to help us complete it.  We have had many people in the Country Gardens area donate money, cement, landscape timbers, swing-sets, time, etc.  We have a great greenway started.  It is able to be used right now for the benefit for every single citizen in Fountain Inn.  I hope from the bottom of my heart that all the people that love the outdoors will come walk and see what we can offer them in this beautiful area that no one ever knew was there.  I wanted to ask Council to follow through now since we have worked so hard and I would like to ask the city to make it into a real park.  We have named it Country Gardens Greenway Park.  It truly is a beautiful greenway park.  I would like to ask the council to make sure they will make a resolution that they will find in their budget to maintain this park monthly or every three weeks…keep it mowed and keep it open so we can, along with all the other citizens in Fountain Inn, enjoy this park.  We have begged for years to have something on this side of the city.  Now we have something started and eventually I have been told it can go way up into the city.  We would like to ask for $1,000 to build a bridge the last week the children are here.  Roger has been kind enough to come down.  We have a natural, underground stream that doesn’t stop.  The rest of the run off comes into the same spot.  The only way that we can get across this is to have a bridge.  I am asking you to donate $1,000. Thank you.
Alex Smith – I have been in front of Council twice before.  I have been here roughly for nine years now.  When I first moved here there were discussions about having some sort of park in Country Gardens, not in the town specifically, but within the residence.  I have asked for someway for the citizens to access the amenities inside the town.  The only way to access it is to walk along 418.  If anyone has had the pleasure of walking along with dump trucks cruising down your back at 45 miles per hour…it’s not pleasant. The only place for 485 homes and their children is the street in Country Gardens.  The best of both worlds seems to have come here with the Greenway…an opportunity where land has been given to the town.  The land can be used by the citizens to be able to have a safe route to get into the town or even just up to the country store.  I appreciate the support that came in on Saturday.  Councilwoman Bates…Mayor…I appreciate Eddie Case and Dan coming in.  Looking at what we have here and what can be done with it and how the city can support us.  I ask for the city as a whole, not individuals, to commit to Country Gardens.  We feel like we have been overlooked from time to time.  If you look at the number of 485 houses it represents maybe 1000 people. That is 1/6 of the population…a very large chunk of this town, roughly one entire ward.  I think that Country Gardens deserves to have some access to the city.  We had discussions last time a came before the city on the new hospitality tax.  Funds from that could be used in the future on something like that.  I would ask the town to look into that and use a small amount of money to give an opportunity for people walking around 418 have a nicer, pleasant route.  I’m very glad the town received that land.  That is my peace.
Jim Rumfelt – First off Mayor and all the Council members I would like to say thank you for what’s been to Georgia Street Park.  It didn’t take long to do it, but they got the undergrowth around the fences…they took down part of the fence and straightened it out.  It entirely changed the look of the whole place.  They took down the old swing-set that has been there since I was young.  I remember when the park was built.  I happened to be living in that area.  I just want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything that’s been done out there.  It’s a big improvement from what it was.  I have had ladies ask if they are going to close the park…they’ve done away with the swing-sets.  There is no table for them to sit at, they just bring a blanket and put it on the ground.  They sit down with there kids.  I’m glad they can.  It is fenced.  The end of the street out there at one time got to looking rough and ragged.  We got out and talked to people, improved where we lived, but when you improve they’ll improve.  It worked.  Anything you do somebody else will to.  I have pride in Fountain Inn.  I appreciate each and everyone of you.  Louie will get me an answer.  I’m proud of this town.  Whatever can be done…there are a lot of kids that come in down there.  If we’re going to have the park…lets keep it up.  One other thing that we really do need is a trash can…anything that can be done to help Georgia Street Park we really to appreciate it.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee reports were read by council and are on file with the clerk.

            ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

Residential subdivisions: 3 tracts of land have closed. 1. West Meadows is approx. 40 acres on Howard Dr. and has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with 96 lots and has been annexed into city. Final development Plans are due.  2. The Village at Fountain Inn is approx. 37 acres on North Main St. and has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with commercial on the front and 58 residential lots on the rear.  3. Tucker Branch Subdivision (name changed from Oak Hollow) on S. Main St. has 60 lots proposed with development started. Street paving should be started by mid July. 

Additional discussions were held with a developer on another possible residential subdivision inside the city limits.  The proposed development is for patio homes and townhouses.  Contract has been signed between developer and property owner. 

Commercial development: 1. The possibility of annexing approx. 100 acres for development continues. Final decision on this development should be made by July of this year. 2. Bucky’s Bar-B-Q has opened for business on Main St. 3. Prospect on the 102 Depot St. property for development.

Application was made to Greenville Legislative Delegation Transportation Committee (GLDTC) for $114,856 C-Fund Assistance on the Main Street ADA Accessibility Project and approved. When bids were received the project was short $36,837.20.  Request was made to the GLDTC to fund the additional money and it was approved at the April 26th meeting.  The total C-Fund Assistance is now $151,693.20 plus the SCDOT Enhancement Grant of $81,074.00.  Total project is now $232,767.20. This is from Valley View on North Main to Fairview St.  Work to begin soon and completed before the end of this year.  Public meeting scheduled on Tuesday, July 17th at 6:00 P.M.  To be held at the Civic Center to discuss the construction improvements on sidewalks and drives from Fairview St. to Howard Dr.  Meeting will be advertised in the Greenville News Legal Section on Sunday June 17th. We will hand deliver notices to residents that will be affected by the construction.  

Kiwanis Club Committee is meeting every Thursday at 12 noon to plan 

for the kids playground at Woodside Park. Work is moving forward.  Final                 

design, detailed drawings, survey, and final materials take-off are completed.                

The Kiwanis Club will begin fund raising soon.

Update on I-385 Fairview St. interchange - exit 24.  Work moving forward to secure funding. Greenville County has requested $10,000,000 in federal assistance as a FY2008 Appropriations Request.  This was submitted to Rep. Bob Inglis, Sen. DeMint and Sen. Graham.  Thanks to County Councilman Butch Kirven who assisted in getting the interchange as the #2 project in Greenville County.  State Senators Thomas and Verdin, Rep. Garry Smith, and Rep. Adam  Taylor have all worked on this project.  Mr. Tripp Muldrow gave a presentation at last months council meeting on the economic impact this interchange could have had on Fountain Inn if it had been upgraded within the last five years.  A meeting will be held on Tuesday July 3rd , 8:30 A.M at Magnolia’s on Main to discuss next approach. This will be a breakfast meeting and reservations will be required. If you would like to attend please call Gwen at city hall.  

Main & Jones St. City Lot Auction – No written proposals were received by due date.  I have had a meeting with three possible prospects.  The lot is for sale and is subject to council approval.       

Economic Development staff member – Working on job description and possibility of contracting with someone instead of hiring a full time employee.  No additional update at this time.

Master Plan 1.  City entryways – Bids to do landscaping have been received and are being reviewed.  Hope to be completed by end of July. 2.  Main St. - Working on funding sources to start Phase I – Fairview St to Jones St. 3.  Central Business District Façade Improvement Assistance Grant guidelines to council tonight. 4.  Parks - New playground equipment install at City Park, new fence installed at Fairview St mini-park and clean up at Georgia St. mini-park. 

Vehicle/Equipment Repair and Replacement Program.   Meetings with T. Cawley and Sr. staff have been held to prepare final details on this program.   Presented to council in workshop session on Monday night June 11th.  Additional work requested to include roads, parks, greenways, sidewalks and other capital needs. 

RFP for a Classification and Compensation Study for the city were received.  They were reviewed and we are short on money.  On hold as of this date.

Website – Susie Koslow will present new site to council tonight.  

Air Quality update:  Dan Powell meeting with Ft. Inn Elem. PTA to begin B Square program to protect children from harmful health impacts of pollution.  

Soon to have public kickoff date for the Air Quality Program.  Date, time and location to be determined.

Museum Committee held its kickoff fund raising dinner on Tuesday March 27th in the banquet room at the civic center. Approx. 120 people attended. Money and pledges raised are over $40,000.00. The committee continues to review the exterior design to meet the request of citizens in the community.  A request has been made for a $98,000 state grant by the city.

Civic Center – a request has been made for a $98,000 state grant by the city to upgrade lights and sound.

Attended Laurens County Tourism meeting on May 14th  & 21st.

Attended 2010 Census meeting on May 14th.

Meeting with Laurens County Recreation Director, Rodger Terry & Cathi Avery to discuss how we can work together in Laurens County.

Attended GADC meeting with annual investors on May 23rd.

City employee’s picnic held on May 31st at Woodside Park shelter.   

Senior staff meetings held the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome. 

City of Fountain Inn celebrated the 120th year of the City Charter quietly on 

Christmas Eve.  Plans are in the works for a large celebration later this

year.

CONSENT AGENDA:*

Approval of 5/10/07 council meeting minutes

Approval of May financial statement 
It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the consent agenda.  All aye.  
OLD BUSINESS

Website Update
Susie Koslow with Acuman demonstrated the new website for Council.  The city website address is www.fountaininn.org. 

Health Insurance
Debbie Kvist presented to Council the new insurance rates that will begin July 1, 2007.  The medical insurance committee met Wednesday June 13th with David Gibson.  The committee chose to stay with Blue Choice.  The following changes were made to reduce the 15% increase to 6% increase.
1. Change the diagnostic outpatient benefit from $100.00 co-pay then 90% coverage for facility charges and deductibles/coinsurance for the provider to deductible/coinsurance from the entire charge.  (7% savings)

2. Change the out of pocket maximum from $2,000 to $2,500. (2% savings)

July 1, 2007 Rates:
Employee only
            $329.19

Employee spouse 
            $675.35

Employee/child(ren)
$500.54

Employee/family
            $810.16
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to accept and approve the recommendation from the medical insurance committee.  6 aye, 1 nay.  The motion carried. 
Country Gardens Greenway Update – Wanza Bates
A natural resource has been discovered in Fountain Inn.

Over the last 2 weeks, approximately 50 volunteers, including the youth on mission trips and community residents have cleared visiting and sitting places around the stream, making benches and erecting swings.  Wayne & Sherry Hogeboom have been on site every day helping the youth volunteers; other community residents have provided goodies and restroom facilities to our volunteers.

We took a survey in Country Gardens, surveyed 120 houses and found that there were 153 kids under 13 years old, 60 kids 13-18 years old and 52 adults 55 years and older.  

If these ratios are representative of the remaining 363 households, then there would be a total of  616 kids under 13 years old, 242 kids 13-18 years old, and 209 adults 55 years and older living in Country Gardens.

These numbers indicate the kind of demand and strain that we should anticipate as we approve new housing subdivisions within the City.  In the last couple years, as we have approved new subdivisions, we have considered play and recreational spaces but our 2 main parks will not be able to service the rate of population growth we are experiencing and our existing parks and recreational facilities are not in a safe walking distance for most of the children in the newer subdivisions.  

Several persons have met over the last couple of months to look at maps and walk the greenway to discuss how the greenway should be developed – Dan Powell our City Planner, the Greenville County Recreation Commission, Roger Case Director of Public Works, Western Carolina Sewer, Community residents and myself.  We invited community residents to join us on the Greenway, on June 2nd, to walk around and share with us their ideas of how it should be developed.  And for those who couldn’t make it, we asked them to send their ideas and comments via email.

There seems to be consensus that we keep the stream area as natural as possible with points of interest along the way for sitting, talking, reading, and enjoying the tranquility of the woods and stream.  There also needs to be recreation areas at the beginning of the path and sporadically along the path with playground equipment for the younger kids, concrete pads for full court and ½ courts for basketball and other sporting activities so that several games could take place at multiple locations.  Other ideas that have surfaced, have been a raised 5’ walking path, 4x4 timber beams that cross the stream allowing tranquil spots on both sides of the stream, picnic table areas,  hopscotch pads, tennis courts, dog stations, sidewalks to Gulliver St, and access to the greenway from both Country Gardens Drive and Ariel Court.  The Hogeboom’s have already installed an infant swing that their neighbor donated.

With Ty, a trails specialist, joining the Recreation Association this Friday and Dan Powell providing maps, we hope to have a plan to present to City Council at the July Meeting.  We have had several persons willing to take on a project or two but would like to see possible locations on a plan.  We are also expecting to host a meeting with Charles Flink, a Greenway Specialist from Durham NC that will include our Planning and Zoning Commissioners, our City Council members as well as inviting our a joining municipalities to hear Mr. Flink’s presentation on Greenways and the benefits thereof that he presented several months ago at Furman University. 

We anticipate a Greenville County-wide, greenway plan.  Fountain Inn is well poised to be the forerunner in that endeavor.

Just wanted to keep Council abreast of activities and to anticipate a request for funds at the July Council meeting.  We encourage every one, particularly all Council Members, to take a stroll and share any ideas you may have.

The Mayor and I were talking a few minutes ago about the $1,000 to get the bridge put up while the volunteers were still here.  We would like to authorize staff  to expend $1,000 for that and let that be a part of the amount of funds that we will allocate at the July meeting.  I would like place that as a motion on the floor.  Seconded by Berry Woods, Jr.  All aye.   The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Date change – July council meeting 7/10/07
Mayor Long explained we would like to change the July council meeting date.  In July the Municipal Association is holding their annual meeting in Greenville.  Many of us would like to go to that.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Charlie Thackston to change the July council meeting date to July 10th.  All aye.

Annexation/Rezoning FI-2007-007, Garrett Street
Dan Powell presented to council the following annexation request: 

Applicant:  Upstate Venture Properties, LLC, Jerry Lister. Property Location:  Garrett Street; 0556010100906, 0556010100913, 0556010100910

Property referenced in Docket Number FI-2007-007.  The subject property contains approximately 9 ½ acres, originally a part of Robert B. Weathers tract.  Lot 9.6 is entirely outside the city limits, while lots 9.13 and 9.10 are split between the County (unincorporated) and the City.  The City had previously annexed 300’ in depth from the centerline of Garrett Street of the Weathers property.  The current owner is petitioning to annex the remaining property and rezone to R-75, Single Family Residential.  The current land owner is developing the adjacent 13.65 acre tract to the west of the subject property.

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Jay Thomason to approve the annexation and rezoning request as stated above on seconded reading.  All aye.

Text Amendment FI-2007-08 LDR
Mayor Long informed council we are eliminating this topic from the agenda.
Major Change FI-2007-010 Country Chase Amenities
Mayor Long explained this was requested a while back for us to approve a change of amenities to the front of the subdivision and now they are requesting for us to approve it to be moved to the back.
It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to accept the requested change. All aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

There was no business to discuss in executive session.

It was moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
 


