City of Fountain Inn Council Meeting Minutes – April 10, 2008


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 10, 2008 – 6:00 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Gary Long, Jay Thomason, Celia Tuttle, Wanza Bates, Erick Chapman, Berry Woods, Jr., Matthew King
STAFF PRESENT: Eddie Case, Sandra Woods, Debbie Kvist, Mike Pitman, Billy O’Hara, Ronnie Myers, Tonya Yount, Cathi Avery, David Benfield, Scott Nelson, Juan Perez Cubas, Phillip Brown, Van Broad, Michael Hamilton, Tammy Finley, David Hibbard, Gill Sims, Dee Dee Bagwell, Roger Case, Claude Goodjion 
CITY ATTORNEY:  David Holmes
VISITORS: 20
WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER
INVOCATION:  Councilwoman Wanza Bates
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER RECOGNITION
The following employees were recognized as Employee of the Quarter.  Each employee received a $25 gift certificate to a local restaurant.

Administration:  Naomi Buckmire, Accounting Specialist
Police: Scott Nelson, Corporal
Fire Department:  Tonya Yount, Dispatcher

Public Works: Ken Brown, Sewer Department
Recreation: Claude Goodjion, Recreation Specialist
Economic Dev/Performing Arts:  Dee Dee Bagwell, Volunteer
Gas:  Billy O’Hara, Gas Crew Worker

Michael Hamilton introduced new officers Gill Sims and David Hibbard

Roger Case introduced new employee, Civic Center Maintenance Man, Juan Perez Cubas
CITIZEN COMMENT:  Jim Rumfelt – Georgia Street Park –  Mr. Rumfelt expressed appreciation for the work done at Georgia Street Park.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Reports were read and are on file with the City Clerk.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Approval of 3/13/08 council meeting minutes

Approval of March 2008 financial statement
MOTION BY MR. THOMASON: To approve the consent agenda.
OLD BUSINESS
Salary Study
Eddie Case proposed to Council four options to review for implementing the salary study that was completed the first of the year.
MOTION BY MR THOMASON (as amended):  Upgrade all Exempt and Non-Exempt employees to the minimum salary amounts (including Probationary) at a cost of $105,172.47 to take effect with the next pay period. This expenditure shall be funded using Gas Department funds.  Motion carried unanimously.
Administrative Judge Ordinance/Job Description
David Holmes explained to council the Administrative Judge job description and ordinance. The job description to be received by Council for information
MOTION BY MS. BATES: To adopt Ordinance 2008-002 relating to the position of Administrative Municipal Court Judge.  Motion carried unanimously.
Fountain Inn Chamber abatement
The Fountain Inn Chamber of Commerce requested that its rental continue to be abated as in the past.
MOTION BY MR. THOMPSON: To continue rent abatement until the Fountain Chamber of Commerce moves into Commerce Park.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
GASB 45 – David Holmes  (set up workshop)
David Holmes advised Council of the requirement for compliance with GASB 45 by 12/14/08 and recommended that a workshop be scheduled to discuss implementation. Mr. Case will arrange the workshop session.
Shaw Street lot purchase
Eddie Case presented a proposed contract to purchase a lot on Shaw Street.

MOTION (as amended) BY MR. THOMASON: To approve the contract for the purchase of the Shaw Street property using funds from CDBG, hospitality taxes or reserve funds. Motion carried with Ms. Bates voting no. 
International Building Codes first reading
David Holmes explained the need to adopt the current versions of the International Building Codes as required by South Carolina law.
MOTION BY MR. KING: To adopt Ordinance #2008-003 relating to the adoption of the latest version of the International Building Codes as reflected in the written ordinance. Motion carried unanimously.
City Logo approval
Van Broad presented the new logo and slogan for Fountain Inn and asked Council to adopt them.
MOTION BY MS. TUTTLE: To adopt the new city logo and slogan as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Patriotic Celebration – Funding Request
Van Broad requested funding in the amount of $20,000 for the Patriotic Festival in keeping with implementation of the city’s master plan
MOTION BY MS. TUTTLE: To approve funding in the amount of $20,000 for the Patriotic Festival. The requested funding shall come from Hospitality tax funds. Motion carried unanimously.
Road Money/Paving Match from Greenville County
Eddie Case requested that the Council agree to match road paving funds in the amount of $200,000.00 expected to be allocated by Greenville County funded from the reserve account.

MOTION BY MR. KING:  To approve the expenditure of up to $200,000.00 from the reserve account to match road paving funds allocated by Greenville County. Motion carried with Ms. Bates voting no. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION BY MR. THOMASON: To go into executive session on a personnel matter and a contractual matter.    Motion carried unanimously.
Time: 7:48 PM
Back in session: 9:20 PM
Mayor Long confirmed that no votes were taken while in executive session, only discussion.  

MOTION BY MS. TUTTLE:  To characterize the $326,750 funds obtained from the Natural Gas Department for the purchase of the Depot Street property as a transfer to the general fund to be paid back to the gas department as and when funds become available. Motion carried unanimously.
MOTION TO ADJOURN BY MR. KING. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
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