December 14, 2006 Council Meeting


Fountain Inn City Council Meeting Minutes
December 14, 2006 – 6:00 PM

All council members were present except for Jay Thomason.

Staff present:  David Benfield, Gwen Britt, Eddie Case, Andy Goodson, Debbie Kvist, Keith Morton, Dan Powell and Sandra Woods

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Long welcomed everyone and wished them a Merry Christmas.
2. INVOCATION:  Louie Chambers gave prayer.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA (addition of two items)** Mayor Long explained that two items need to be added to the agenda - Leake Property Annexation correction and a property donation at North Main and Valley View Road. 

 
It was moved by Charlie Thackston, seconded by Leonard Henderson to add the 
two items to the agenda. All aye.  The motion carried.
5. COMMITTEE REPORTS – Reports were read and are on file with the City Clerk.

Mayor Long commended the Public Works department for getting the leaves up 
around the city as we prepared for the Christmas Parade and all the festivities.

      City Administrator:

CVS:  Construction going well and hope to open Feb. 1st, 2006 

Residential subdivisions: Two tracts of land with contracts. 1. West Meadows is approx. 40 acres on Howard Dr. has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with 96 lots and is up tonight for First Reading on Annexation.  2. The Village at Fountain Inn is approx. 30 acres on North Main St. was tabled by Planning Commission until a later date.  It was proposed as Planned Development with commercial on the front and 52 residential lots on the rear. I talked with two other developers about another possible subdivision.    

A new restaurant has purchased a building in the Central Business District and will open as Bucky’s B-B-Q will by Feb. 1st, 2007. The Back Street Diner opened on Weston Street Nov. 10th, 2006.

A Community Watch meeting was held at Mt. Zion Church Monday  Nov. 27th 7:00 PM.  

Kiwanis Club Committee is meeting every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM to plan 

for the kids playground at Woodside Park. Tuesday Nov. 14th at 6 PM the  

design day meeting was held at the Activity Center. Work is moving forward   

Attended City/County Managers meeting on Wed. Nov. 15th.

Meeting with KS Bearings, Inc. expanding to the old Vermont America building at the intersection of Hwy. 418 and Woodside Ave. See attached news article dated Dec. 6th, 2006.

Christmas Parade was held Wed. Dec. 6th with over 80 entries…excellent weather and attendance.  Christmas Tree Lighting on City Hall grounds was held Thursday Dec. 7th.  The carriages rides ran last weekend and will run Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday of this week 5:30pm – 9:30pm. 

I attended the Grand Opening of Anderson Design Center 110 Milacron Dr.  Friday Dec. 8th…outstanding business for Fountain Inn.

I attended GADC meeting Wed. Dec 13th with all managers/administrators and chamber directors from Greenville County for update on economic development.

I attended Greenville County Mayors and Managers/Administrators meeting on Thursday Dec. 14th to discuss county road fee distribution, landfill tipping fees, county office relocation and mass transit funding.

Update on I-385 Fairview St. interchange - exit 24.  See letter from Greenville County Senator David Thomas.  Contact has been made with County Council Chairman Butch Kirven for this to be done in January.  Please contact Chairman Kirven and any county council members you can talk with concerning this issue.    

Main & Jones St. City lot survey completed – sign & bid packages should 

be completed by late January.  I would like to have central business guideline in place before auction. Projected auction date will be late February.

Additional contacts have been made on Gas Manager. Interview with a prospect for manager was held with Mayor, Berry Woods and myself.  Recommendation will be discussed tonight by council.
Economic Development staff member – Working on job description and possible contract with someone instead of employee.
Master Plan – Request for bid proposals on City entryways and Phase 1 of Main St. (Fairview St. to Jones St.) for detailed work plan and design will be sent out by mid January.   

Vehicle/Equipment Repair and Replacement program will be discussed at a council workshop in Jan. or Feb. 

Museum Committee has prepared a brochure to begin a fund raising campaign.  

Letters will be mailed and personal contacts will be made by the committee  members to possible donors next month. 

The next event in the Civic Center will by Saturday Feb. 10th  at 8:00 PM with Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver (Bluegrass). 

Senior staff meetings held the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome.  


CONSENT AGENDA:*

A. Approval of 11/13/06 council meeting minutes

B. Approval of November financial report

C. Requisition approval:
	
	

	
	

	Gas Department
	

	Pipeline Supply
	

	Pipe supply, paint, tracer wire, other supplies
	$9,109.80

	(budgeted item)
	


D. Recreation bathroom bids – Roger Case

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the 
consent agenda.  All aye. The motion carried.

6. OLD BUSINESS

A. PUBLIC HEARING:
2007 Proposed budget and financial policies, second reading
Mayor Long called the public hearing to order at 6:20 pm.  He asked if anyone had comments concerning the 2007 proposed budget.  After hearing no questions the public hearing was closed at 6:21 pm.

Eddie Case explained since we had first reading on the budget we received a $59,000 increase on out workers comp premium which threw the budget out of balance.  We deleted contingencies for each department.  We had two firemen promoted to Engineers which increased fire salaries.  We were not able to repair the fountain out front during 2006 so we budgeted to move that expense forward to 2007.  The City budgeted revenue totaled $4,777,786.57 and expense of $4,777,586.44.  This does not include capital expenditures.  We are working on vehicle and equipment replacement repair program and will be looking at those items after the first of the year.
The gas budget is $8.6 million in revenue and $8.3 million in expenses.

The sewer budget is $344,000 in revenue and $289,000 in expenses.  Each budget is balanced.
Mayor Long called for a vote to approve the proposed 2007 budget, Requisition and Purchasing Policy and the Employee Budget Incentive Policy.  

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the 2007 Budgets for City, Gas, Sewer and the Requisition/Purchasing Policy and the Employee Budget Incentive Policy.

Roll Call:

Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr. aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried.

B.  Board of zoning appeals and planning commission nominations (3 year term)

Wanza Bates nominated Juanita Mansell, 401 Raspberry Lane, for the Planning Commission and Cheryl Smith, 107 Redmond Drive, to the Variance Board.

Berry Woods nominated Sonya Cunningham, 23 Fitzpatrick Court, to the Variance Board.

Leonard Henderson, seconded the nominations. All aye. The motion carried.

B. Text Amendment – Central Business District Guidelines, second reading

Mayor Long explained council went over this last month and approved on first reading.  Dan Powell was available for questions concerning the CBD Guidelines.  Hearing no questions…

 Wanza Bates moved to approve the Central Business District Guidelines, seconded by Charlie Thackston, all aye.  The motion carried.

D.  Text Amendment – Article 6 Regulations of Signs, second reading

Louie Chambers moved to approve the Article 6 Regulations of signs, seconded by Leonard Henderson, all aye.  The motion carried.

E.  Text Amendment – Tree Ordinance, second reading (update to National 
Standards)

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Berry Woods, Jr. to approve the Tree ordinance on second reading.  All aye. The motion carried.
F.  Air Quality

Dan Powell, Greenville County Planning Commission, explained that staff and DHEC worked very hard putting together a policy statement for city employees.  The next step is to get a copy of this to each employee.  Moving forward, we would like to get a public awareness campaign started.  We would like to mail letters to the citizens in the city.  We would get help from DHEC and the county.  This week we found out that Fountain Inn Elementary will be a model school.  It’s a $6,600 grant that DHEC funded and we will start the first of the year.  There is opportunity for landscaping improvements and educational programs in the classroom.  Out of all the Greenville County Schools, Fountain Inn was the one that responded.  Spinx Oil is funding $500. We are going to do a gas can exchange.  We would like to coordinate with the Elementary School and tie in the recycling program on Earth Day.  We would like residents to convert to the new gas cans that do not emit the fumes.  We will also do an Auto Care Maintenance Day at the County to show people how to maintain their vehicles and maintain good air quality.  I would like to request $ 250 for postage to mail out the letter.  The chamber committed to half of what city council donates.
Eddie Case responded that we would pay for the postage out of the “community support” line item.

Wanza Bates commented that this would be a very good article for the newspaper to help with the PR effort with the elementary school and what we are trying to do for our air quality.

G. Leake Property Annexation Correction- First Reading**
Mayor Long commented this is one of the additions to the agenda.

Eddie Case explained earlier this year when we annexed the Leake Property on North Main Street there was an error made in the ordinance that included a tax map number which is the Leake home place that was not supposed to be annexed.  We need to make the correction with first and second reading.  If we can get first reading on this Greenville County will abate 2005 taxes on the property relating to their boat, car, etc. that is not supposed to be on there.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to accept the amended ordinance on the Leake Property.  All aye.  The motion carried.

       7.  NEW BUSINESS
  
      A.  Appoint City Prosecutor, City Clerk and City Judges


       Mayor Long explained it’s the time of year to re-appoint our City Prosecutor, 

       City Judges, City Clerk.  


       It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Charlie Thackston  to re-appoint 

       Keabii Shaw, City Prosecutor; Sandra Woods, City Clerk and Treasurer; 

       Judge Wiles and Judge Hall.  All aye.  The motion carried.

       Mayor Long commented that all of the council committees will stay the same 

       except Councilman Chambers will move to Ways and Means and Leonard    

       Henderson will move to Judicial.


      B.  Annexation, West Property and Rezone from R-S to PD


       Eddie Case explained the Planning Commission had a public hearing and 

       council has a request for annexation and rezoning from R-S to 

       

       PD. There was no opposition at the meeting.  They plan to build a sub-

      division with higher end properties, a cabana and a pool.  This will be an 

      asset as it ties into our master plan.


       It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to 

       approve the West Property annexation and Rezone from R-S to PD on first 

       reading.

Roll Call:

Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr. aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried.

      C.  Rezoning - LaStringer Property, North Main from R-15 to C-2, first 

            reading.

       Mayor Long commented this is the radio station property on North Main 

       Street.  


        Eddie Case explained this is more of a clean up situation.  When they zoned 

        this it should have been zoned by property lines.  The radio station tower is 

        sitting on residential which should be C-2.  This is a clean up situation.

        It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve 

        the rezoning of the Lastringer Property, North Main Street from R-15 to C-2 

        on first reading.  All aye.  The motion carried.


      D.  Rezoning – Robert Chapman, Chapman Road from R-12 to OD


      Mayor Long explained the Planning Commission approved this Tuesday 

      night.  


      Eddie Case explained the property is zoned R-12 inside the city.  There is a 

      two acre strip.  They want to put a dialysis clinic there which is OD.  It 

      is already inside the city – just a rezoning request.


      It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the 

      rezoning of the Chapman Road property from R-12 to OD.  All aye.  The 

      motion carried.


      E.  Acceptance of Real Property donation (N. Main and Valley View)**


      Eddie Case explained council has a packet of information showing the survey 

     of the property in detail.  We will have the final environmental study and 
 
     appraisal soon.  It’s a total of 6.167 acres and will require a resolution from 

     council tonight to accept the property.  The property has power lines, right of 

     ways, etc.,  I don’t know that we have an immediate use of the 


     
     property.  It sits right behind Bi-Lo and Burger King on North Main Street 

     and has 50’ of road frontage between Bi-lo and the Younts Mini Warehouses.  

     They want to donate to us.  Andy checked the title and the environmental is 
  
     clear.  I would like for you to approve a resolution accepting the property.


     It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to accept 
  
     the property donation from American Centennial Properties.  All aye.  The 

    motion carried.
7. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Discuss contract matter, insurance matter and personnel matter in the gas 
department.


It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to meet in 
executive session.  Andy Goodson, Mike Pitman were asked to remain in 
chambers.

Time:  7:01 pm


Back in session: 8:40 pm

Mayor Long explained while council met in executive session no votes were 
taken.  


It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Berry Woods to hire Mike Pitman 
as Gas Manager.  All aye.  The motion carried.


It was moved by Berry Woods, seconded by Louie Chambers to approve the 

recommendation by our CPA and consultants, Greene Finney and Horton, to 
write off a balance from general ledger.  The result being no amount due from 
general fund to the natural gas fund.  All aye, the motion carried.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Wanza Bates to advertise for RFQ 
for a new city attorney.  All aye.  The motion carried.

8. ADJOURN


It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to adjourn the 
meeting.

Time:  8:45 pm


Respectfully submitted,


Sandra H. Woods


City Clerk and Treasurer

*Consent Agenda – All matters listed under Item 5, Consent Agenda, are 
considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion.  There will not be a separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is 
desired, that item will 
be removed from the consent agenda and will be 
considered separately.
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