February 8, 2007 Council Meeting Minutes


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 8, 2007 – 6:00 PM

All Council members were present.
Staff present:  David Benfield, Gwen Britt, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Michael Hamilton, Scott Hawkins, Keith Morton, Mike Pitman, Dan Powell, Dale Watson, Melissa Woods, Sandra Woods

Visitors: 48

1. WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Long called the meeting to order and thanked everyone that came to support our city.
2. INVOCATION:  Eddie Case
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PUBLIC HEARING – GREENVILLE COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – CDBG AND HOME FUNDS

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to go into the Public Hearing concerning CDBG and HOME funds.  All aye.

Time:  6:18 pm
Martin Livingston, Executive Director for Greenville County Redevelopment Authority explained the new funding for CDBG and HOME funds.  Mr. Livingston explained the requirements of how the funds can be used.  The funds will be available July 1, 2007.  Total combined funding is $118,000 in CDBG and HOME funds.  I would like for the resolution to be approved by March 23rd on the funding uses.
Mayor Long asked if the public would like to speak.

Reverend Golden: I was very happy you had prayer and that makes me more comfortable being here.  I am seeking funds from any sources for supervision, air conditioning, basketball goals, and a child or day care center.  Our building is just about complete.  We need your help in achieving these goals.  Thank you so much.
Vivian Bates:  I express along with the community my desire for preference concerning the CDBG monies available to be used for housing and youth programs on Sanctified Hill and other adjoining communities.  My understanding is implementation of the master plan at Clemson University and the community is working on it.  We wish to express our sincere desire that the housing process be granted to Sanctified Hill area.
Wanza Bates:  The CDBG funds came into the city solely because of poor people…low income persons.  If it had not been for the residents in the Sanctified Hill area and previously for the members of the Mill Hill Village, Fountain Inn would not have received any of these CDBG funds.  Several years back when I came on Council I did an analysis and we, the city, had received 3million in CDBG funds. Less than 20% were used in those respective neighborhoods.  Last year was the first year we designated those funds to the Sanctified Hill area. We did it in a designated area which allows a greater use of those funds for different kinds of projects.  The reason this money comes into a town like this is to help improve the housing stock of a neighborhood because poor people cannot keep up their houses like other people with higher incomes.  This is supposed to enhance the over all city because it keeps those neighborhoods from going down.  The police and other citizens in the town cleaned up that area several years ago because it was pretty drug infested.  We had community meetings two years ago and they asked for sidewalks, housing and programs for the youth.  They got the sidewalks.  We had a community meeting on Saturday - that was the first time I was aware we were having a public meeting tonight. I don’t know how the notices got out and how the community was aware about the public hearing, but I don’t think we need to vote on this tonight.  We need time to look at this and listen to the community.  We are working on a master plan and those funds should be used for housing and for the things that the community wants.  Today, I found out there is close to half a million dollars in that fund.  I don’t know why we are not seeing it on these reports.  Somehow or another we need to know what our fund balance is because we have been scrimping thinking we don’t have anything.  There will be other ideas for council to consider.  If these communities are the reason these funds our available then they need to take advantage of it.  
Louie Chambers:  We voted a few years ago to put sidewalks down there and a few new houses…now we are doing the park.  It is my understanding when we voted that if other parts needed help like the Mill Village…I think we need to put the money where it’s needed such as Sanctified Hill or the Mill Village.  

There were no other comments.  The public hearing closed at 6:36 pm.

5. COPS AWARDS

Melissa Woods explained every year we do these awards to say thank you to the people in the community.  I could not do what I do in summer camp, Christmas, National Night Out without the donations from these people.  We raise money in the golf tournament every year that supports everything we do in community patrol.  The businesses help supplement that.  Last Christmas we sponsored 56 children…20 families that we bought Christmas for.  I just want to say thank you to all these people.  A plaque was presented to the following:
Tammy Finley, Chris Barrineau-Trinity Methodist Church, Mike Grizzle – Bi-lo, Waste Management, Suntrust, Cracker Barrel, Classy Kids, Dollar General, Fountain Inn Frozen Foods, Frank and Sonya, Extreme Custom Cycles, Harry and Beverly George, Fletcher Funeral Home, Bill – Pepsi, Rexroth,

SPECIAL RECOGNITION – POLICE DEPARTMENT

Keith Morton announced that we upgraded Melissa Woods position.  She is an army of one.  She is now a sergeant.   If I ever lost Melissa I would probably have to hire 3 or 4 to replace her.

Michael Hamilton and Scott Hawkins were recognized for the excellent work in solving the Suntrust bank robbery.

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Reports were read by Council.  Reports are on file with City Clerk.

City Administrator Report:

CVS:  Opened for business Sunday, Jan. 28th  

Residential subdivisions: 2 tracts of land with contracts. 1. West Meadows is approx. 40 acres on Howard Dr.  Has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with 96 lots and has been annexed into city.  2. The Village at Fountain Inn is approx. 30 acres on North Main St. has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with commercial on the front and 52 residential lots on the rear and is up tonight for second reading before council.

Application to Greenville County Transportation Committee for $114,856 C-

Fund Assistance on the Main Street ADA Accessibility Project .  This is from 

Valley View on North Main to Fairview St.  Public hearing was held by GCTC

at county square.  Mayor Long presented our request.   

Kiwanis Club Committee is meeting every Thursday at noon to plan 

for the kids playground at Woodside Park. Work is moving forward. 

Meeting with Ray Orvin, Roger Case, Mayor Long, and Ron Lawson concerning 

Intergovernmental Agreement between City of Fountain Inn and Western 

Carolina Sewer Authority.  This is on agenda tonight for second reading.  

Update on I-385 Fairview St. interchange - exit 24.  Work moving forward to secure funding.  Request to County Councilman Butch Kirven that this project be listed as number 1 in Greenville County.    

Main & Jones St. City lot survey completed – sign & auction bid packages should 

be completed by late February.  Draft auction brochure to be presented to council.   Projected auction date will be late March or early April. 

Economic Development staff member – Working on job description and possible contract with someone instead of an employee.  Meeting Wed, Feb. 21st to discuss options for this position.

Master Plan – Request for bid proposals on City entryways and Phase 1 of  Main St. (Fairview St. to Jones St.) for detailed work plan and design will be sent out by late Feb.  Dan Powell working with Clemson on design.    

Vehicle/Equipment Repair and Replacement program -Meetings with T. Cawley and Sr. staff was held to prepare final details on this program.  Hope to have proposal to council in March.

Attended City/County Managers meeting on Wed. Jan. 17th.

Meeting with Wanza Bates, Roger Case, and Jason Van Driesche (Upstate Forever) concerning Greenway planning in Fountain Inn.

Meeting with Fire Chief Watson, Police Chief Morton, Public Works Director Roger Case, Rec. Director Rodger Terry concerning emergency planning in Fountain Inn.

Sanctified Hill Community meeting held Sat. Feb. 3rd to discuss their Master Plan.

Attended the Laurens County Chamber of Commerce Annual meeting with Mayor Long and Roger Case. 

Ribbon Cutting held on Thursday Jan. 25th for the Back Street Café.

Hometown, SC Legislative Action Day will be in Columbia Wed, Feb. 28th. All Council members please mark you calendars to attend.

Museum Committee has prepared a brochure to begin a fund raising campaign.  

Letters will be mailed and personal contacts will be made by the committee  members to possible donors next month.  I am Meeting with Mayor, John Hellams and Frank Wickliff today to review brochure.   

The next event in the Civic Center will be Saturday Feb. 10th at 8:00 PM with Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver (Bluegrass). 

Senior staff meetings are held the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome. 

City of Fountain Inn celebrated the 120th year of the city charter quietly on 

Christmas Eve.  Plans are in the works for a large celebration later this

year.    

Paul Hamberras with Waste Management spoke briefly about garbage pickup in Fountain Inn.  He thanked the city for the business.

7. CONSENT AGENDA:*

A. Approval of 1/11/07 council meeting minutes

B. Approval of January financial statement

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the consent agenda.  All aye.
     8.   Citizen Comment
Sandra DeWitt:  Thank you for the opportunity to speak before you.  My concerns are about the rezoning of the area down N. Main Street and where the Quail Run Subdivision is.  I know everyone understands with change come excitement and encouragement because that does mean progress.  We want to see progress in the area.  There is also an element that comes with that of anxiety and I think anxiety comes from uncertainty or a lack of knowledge.  I go back to scripture and it says “my people perish because of a lack of knowledge”.  I’m new in the area and I am finding out there is a lack of knowledge when I ask questions to certain citizens that live in the area.  We do not mind the change that is going to take place as long the change is not at the expense of the quaintness and the beauty of that area of town.  Being new in Fountain Inn, that is one of the reasons we moved here – the quaintness of driving down Main Street.  The council, the developer and planning commission has answered a lot of our questions and we do appreciate that, but we are still hearing words such as “concept, examples and preliminary” and they are used very frequently and that is where the uncertainty comes in.  I’m sure if any of the council members, if this was happening in your community, you would want as much information and as many of your questions answered as possible.  We have seen changes since the beginning, but we want to be assured as citizens that our voices have been heard.  These are my questions:
1) I have been trying to find an area that has the “Village Concept” in Greenville.  If there is an area that has that concept we would like to go and see where this is.

Eddie Case explained that the developer is not here tonight and he will get that answer for Mrs. DeWitt.

2) Has anyone on Council seen the “Village Concept”?
Wanza Bates commented that she has seen the Village Concept.  I have not seen it in this area, but that is not to say that it is not in this area.  One of the things that is critical on that is the design.  When it’s voted on tonight it has to go back to the Planning Commission to be finalized.  I would suggest that you find out from Public Works when the Planning Commission will be meeting to review those plans.  They should have plans ahead of time so you can sit down and talk with the developer.   The Planning Commission will be the one that will determine the look and specifications and once that is approved there can only be minor variations. 

3) At the last meeting it was agreed and voted on by Council that if there were any major changes it would come back to council.  What constitutes a minor change versus a major change?
Dan Powell explained if the number of lots or access roads changes substantially that is considered a major change.  If there is an increase of land uses such as commercial versus residential that would be considered a major change.  What is on the concept plan goes forward.  If that changes, such as number of lots or land use, that is considered a major change.

Mayor Long explained we have gone way over on time.  He asked Mrs. DeWitt to get with Roger Case and Eddie Case to get her questions answered.

9.  OLD BUSINESS

a. Rezoning FI 2006-026 Barnett/Brown, N. Main St, change R-15 to PD, 2nd  reading.

Mayor Long explained this has to do with the previous comments.  Dan Powell explained that there have been no changes since first reading.  

It was moved by Charlie Thackston, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the rezoning FI-006-026 Barnett/Brown, N. Main Street, change R-15 to PD on second reading. 
Wanza Bates commented to Mrs. DeWitt – I suggest that you go to Public Works and get the PUD (Planning Unit Development Concepts) and you can see in there what constitutes and major and minor change.  I would encourage citizens of Quail Run to get a copy of the Planning Commission schedule and see what is being discussed ahead of time.

Mayor Long responded to Mrs. Dewitt’s concerns:  Not everyone has all the answers on any development.  That is not going to happen because we have had some problems in the past. Our Planning Commission and this Council have done a lot of work addressing concerns that people have had over the years so it is not like we don’t know and we are not concerned and we don’t have the same mindset at times as other folks.  I promise that we were concerned with the property from the initiation of it.  Our hope is that this will be something that will be good and profitable for Fountain Inn and not something that will deteriate and ruin our quaintness and uniqueness as a small town.  It will change North Main Street, but we hope with the things we have in place that they are going to help guide the process of the building and development there.
Eddie Case:  Just for clarification, please understand that Dan Powell has nothing to do with the City of Greenville.  The City of Greenville has nothing to do with this.  Dan works for the Greenville County Planning Commission who is a staff advisor for us in Fountain Inn because we are in Greenville County.  I just don’t want it to be misunderstood that the City of Greenville is making decisions for Fountain Inn. 

Roll call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr., aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on second reading 

b. Western Carolina Regional Sewer Authority Intergovernmental agreement ordinance, 2nd reading

Mayor Long explained this agreement says we have to work hand in hand to make sure our sewer and storm water is in working order.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the Western Carolina Regional Sewer Authority Intergovernmental Agreement on second reading.  All aye.  The motion carried on second reading.
10. NEW BUSINESS

a. CDBG and HOME funding

Mayor Long asked Council if they wish to address this now or at the next meeting. 

 It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to table until the next meeting in March.  All aye.  The motion carried.
b. Master Lease – Gas Department

Eddie Case explained for several months we have been working on a Vehicle Repair and Replacement program and we’re about to come to a final conclusion to that city wide.  We have finalized the gas department program.  As you know the gas department is an enterprise system and pretty much stands on its own.  It funds the administrative fee to the city.  They also have a surplus in their budget.  T. Cawley has assisted us with this program.  The first recommendation is that the gas department buy four vehicles.  When we buy those vehicles that will free up 3 to 4 vehicles to go to the recreation department to help improve the recreation fleet.   The expenditures are $102,000 which includes four vehicles, shop equipment and computer software items.  We have an option to pay cash out of reserves.   It is the recommendation from T. Cawley to do this on a master lease.  The master lease will not exceed $120,000. The difference is $3,800 in attorney fees and financial analysis that is included.  If you do the master lease we our amortizing over four years for 4 to 5%.  The interest rate is great, but we are also paying the cost of issuance fees.  T. Cawley recommends the master lease so that we will be liquid.  It is my recommendation to pay cash.  What is council’s pleasure?  This will be a budget amendment.
Discussion…

It was moved Berry Woods, Jr., seconded by Jay Thomason to purchase the gas department vehicles/equipment out of reserves and place it in the master lease in the future if it will be to our benefit.  This is a budget amendment on first reading.  All aye.

Roll call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr., aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on first reading 
c.  Rezoning FI 2007-001 request for annexation and OD zoning, Chapman Road, 1st reading

Mayor Long explained this is an annexation of a piece of property that adjoins the area that we approved previously.  This is where the dialysis center is going.
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to annex the property and change the zoning to OD on Chapman Road on first reading.  All aye.  The motion carried.

d. Annexation FI 2007-02 R-15 “County” to C-2 “Fountain Inn”, 1st reading

It was moved by Berry WoodsJr. Seconded by Leonard Henderson to annex the lot in the Lakeview subdivision.  All the motion carried.
     e.  
Rezoning, FI 2007-003 request to rezone multiple property to C-1 (Fairview St, North Main St, Depot St) approx. 8 acres, 1st reading

Eddie Case explained this is in response to the Master Plan.  City Hall and the Police Department have all been zoned residential.  We are trying to get it to C-1.  CVS is C-2, we are trying to get it to C-1, as well as, the property on Depot Street which is zoned industrial.  We do not want to have an industrial zoning that close to C-2.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the rezoning on the multiple properties to C-1.  All aye.  The motion carried on first reading
f.  Rezoning, FI 2007-004, request to change C-2 to R-15 Brashier Drive,              approx.   .04 acres (one lot), 1st reading

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Wanza Bates to change the zoning on Brashier Drive to R-15.  All aye.  The motion carried.
11.EXECUTIVE SESSION  -  There was not any business to be discussed in  executive session.
It was moved to adjourn the meeting.

Time:  7:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer

*Consent Agenda – All matters listed under Item 7, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be a separate discussion of those items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered separately.
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