January 11, 2007 City of Fountain Inn Council Meeting


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 11, 2007 – 6:00 PM

All Council members were present except Berry Woods, Jr.

Staff present:  David Benfield, Tim Berry, Gwen Britt, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Shemeka Hewins, Ronnie Myers, Ryan Nodine, Bobby Nelson, Mike Pitman, Dan Powell, Dale Watson and Sandra Woods 

Attorney: Brad Love with Haynesworth Sinkler and Boyd was present as interim city attorney.
Visitors:  30

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Long welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming.

2. INVOCATION:  Mayor Gary Long

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

The following employees were recognized as employees of the quarter.  Each employee received a $25 gift certificate to a local restaurant.

Tim Berry, Streets Department

Jeff Sparks, Fire Department

Bobby Nelson, Police Department

Ryan Nodine, Gas Department

Shemeka Hewins, Recreation Department

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Jay Thomason, Ward 1- Public Works
T. C. Thackston, Ward 2 – Fire Department

Wanza Bates, Ward 3 – Law Enforcement – Councilwoman Bates commented that we have an opening in the police department for police officer.
Leonard Henderson, Ward 4 – Judicial

Berry Woods, Jr., Ward 5 – Gas (absent)

Louie Chambers, Ward 6 – Ways and Means

Mayor Gary Long, Recreation

(All reports were read and on file with City Clerk)

City Administrator Report:

CVS:  Construction going well and hope to open Feb. 1st, 2006.
Residential subdivisions: Two tracts of land with contracts. 1. West Meadows is approx. 40 acres on Howard Dr. has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with 96 lots and is up tonight for Second Reading on Annexation.  2. The Village at Fountain Inn is approx. 30 acres on North Main St. has passed

Planning Commission for Planned Development with commercial on the front and 52 residential lots on the rear and is up tonight for First Reading before council.

Closed on 6.1 Acres of land on Valley View Rd. (behind Bi-Lo) that

was donated to the city by Mr. David Glenn with Centennial American Properties.

Application to Greenville County Transportation Committee for $114,856 C-

Fund Assistance on the Main Street ADA Accessibility Project.  This is from 

Valley View on North Main to Fairview St.
Meeting held with Terry Bragg, Director of Operations at ConTransCo to get 

cost estimates on the North Main St., Valley View and Howard Dr. intersection. 

Kiwanis Club Committee is meeting every Thursday morning at 7:30 AM to plan 

for the kids playground at Woodside Park. Work is moving forward. 

Meeting with Lister Properties, Wanza Bates, Roger Case, and Dan Powell concerning greenway on Garrett St. 

Discussion with developer about commercial development at Hwy. 418 west at Nelson Dr. 

Meeting with Ray Orvin, Roger Case, Mayor Long, and Ron Lawson concerning 

Intergovernmental Agreement between City of Fountain Inn and Western 

Carolina Sewer Authority.  On agenda tonight for first reading.  

Update on I-385 Fairview St. interchange - exit 24.  Work moving forward to secure funding.    

Main & Jones St. City lot survey completed – sign & bid packages should 

be completed by late January.   Projected auction date will be late February.

Mike Pitman is our new Gas Manager and started to work Jan. 2nd, 2007.   

Economic Development staff member – Working on job description and possible contract with someone instead of employee.

Master Plan – Request for bid proposals on City entryways and Phase 1 of  Main St. (Fairview St. to Jones St.) for detailed work plan and design will be sent out by mid January.   

Vehicle/Equipment Repair and Replacement program. Staff meeting with T. Cawley on Thursday Jan. 25th to discuss next step. 

Museum Committee has prepared a brochure to begin a fund raising campaign.  

Letters will be mailed and personal contacts will be made by the committee members to possible donors next month. The results of the James Gregory 

Show at the Civic Center sponsored by the Chamber/City netted the Museum 

approximately $3,300 plus the city received $500.00 in seat tax money.  

The next event in the Civic Center will be Saturday Feb. 10th at 8:00 PM with Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver (Bluegrass). 

Senior staff meetings held the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome. 

City of Fountain Inn celebrated the 120th year of the city charter quietly on 

Christmas Eve.  Plans are in the works for a large celebration later this

year.     
ADDITION TO AGENDA:

Mayor Long explained we need to add an item to the agenda under new business as item F: Request for proposal for City Attorney and Insurance Broker.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Louie Chambers to approve the agenda item.  All aye.  The motion carried.

6. CONSENT AGENDA:*

A. Approval of 12/14/06 council meeting minutes

B. Approval of December 2006 financial Statement

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by T. C. Thackston to approve the consent agenda.  All aye.  The motion carried.
7. OLD BUSINESS


A. Annexation, West Property and Rezone from R-S to PD, 2nd reading

Mayor Long explained this is second reading and asked if anyone needed to go back through the details.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Louie Chambers to accept the annexation of the West Property and Rezone from R-S to PD on second reading.  

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; T. C. Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on second reading.

B. Rezoning – LaStringer Property, North Main from R-15 to C-2, 2nd reading

Mayor Long explained this is a clean up situation.  This should have been taken care of many years ago.  This is the radio station and areas along beside it.  They are commercial properties – somehow some of the properties were zoned commercial and some were zoned residential.  We are aligning those the way they should be.
It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve rezoning of the LaStringer Property from R-15 to C-2 on second reading.  All aye.  The motion carried on second reading .

C. Rezoning – Robert Chapman, Chapman Road from R-12 to OD, 2nd reading

Mayor Long explained this is a rezoning.  The property will be used to put in a Dialysis Center.

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the rezoning on Chapman Road from R-12 to OD.  All aye.  The motion carried on second reading. 

D. Leake Property Annexation Correction – 2nd reading

Mayor Long explained this is a correction. When we annexed the Leake Property on North Main Street…somehow we had one piece of property that we should not have annexed so we are making the correction.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Louie Chambers to approve the Leake Property Annexation correction on second reading.  All aye.  The motion carried on second reading.
8. NEW BUSINESS
A. Economic Interest Forms – information only

Sandra Woods passed out Economic Interest Forms.  She reminded council the forms are due by April 15th.  You will be penalized if the form is not mailed in by April 15th. 

B. Budget Amendment – Gas Department/City Complex Maintenance

Eddie Case explained we missed the deadline of December 31 in finishing up our website that we have been working on.  We are trying to get online payment for our gas customers and it is taking more time than we had anticipated.  We budgeted $10,000 in 2006 and I am asking to move that money forward for 2007.
The other issue is complex maintenance.  We are trying to clarify signage on city hall, particularly for our street number and name on both sides of city hall.  We also have cabinet work that needs to be completed in the break room and some other things inside city hall that have not been completed.  We are asking to move forward $3,884 that was left over from the 2006 budget.  

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by T. C. Thackston to approve the budget amendment on 1st reading.  

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; T. C. Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on 1st reading.
C.  Rezoning FI 2006-026, Barnett/Brown, N. Main St, change R-15 to PD, 
1st  reading
Dan Powell explained there is about 1000’ of frontage on North Main Street – when this plan came before the Planning Commission in December there were several issues with traffic and access entranceways.  The Planning Commission tabled it and met again this week.  They came back with a different plan with a limited number of entrances into the site.  This improves circulation.  Commercial is in the front – this is about 600-700’ deep.  What we worked out with the developer is to have the buildings closer to the front so the commercial will be right up against the residential it will be an adequate buffer area.  There is already a natural area that will be about 50+ feet with the creek between the residential and the commercial.  In the back they are proposing 52 units single family residential.  They will be primarily brick with some wood or hardy plank accents…2000-3000’ in size.  I’m going to highlight on the main issues we addressed.  As was mentioned before, on Howard Drive – the developer is working with the city, county and state to add an intersection whether it is providing another entrance to Howard Drive which they have done or possibly in the future helping with this site here.   The second item is pedestrian vehicular connectivity – the two primary entrances which connect to the commercial area will be sidewalks on one side of the road in addition there will be walking trails within the subdivision.  The third item was limiting curb cuts. As I mentioned earlier, went from six to two main entrances and made a right turn only on this side here.  The fourth item was the characteristics of the mixed use – the village concept – we feel placing the buildings further up toward Main Street reducing the amount of parking lot like you have on the current development pattern like up at Bi-lo…we feel that would meet more of the village concept.  It also helped with keeping with the aesthetics of North Main Street in place.  The fifth item was the landscaping and buffering.  This was emphasized at the public hearing.  Nothing can be put in 25’ set back as far as buildings and what have you.  There is a 10’ requirement in that buffer area for landscaping and screening.  The developer is going to leave any existing trees or vegetation within that 10’ buffer area in addition adding Leland Cypress or Evergreen Screening.  The sixth major item is how this fits in with the master plan – Primarily it was the development pattern that the plan focused on.  It was identified that there was a need for a more aesthetic buildings using bricks and hardy plank.  No sheet metal buildings.  There was identification of lack of retail – there was a need for more economic diversity identitified in the master plan.  Finally, the housing types was identified as a lack of more upscale housing, executive style housing and of course this would all fit in with the regulations that are in place now as far as the parking, signage, new sign ordinance, open space, streetscape, greenways and walking trails.  The Planning Commission voted six to one in favor of the project.  This will still require a vote from council.
It was moved by T. C. Thacksotn, seconded by Leonard Henderson to accept the rezoning on North Main Street from R-15 to PD.

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; T. C. Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on 1st reading.
C. Fountain Inn Chamber rental agreement

Mayor Long explained it is the time of year to review the rental agreement for the Fountain Inn Chamber.  Mayor Long entertained a motion to continue to extend the agreement for another year abating rent.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to extend the rental agreement with the chamber for anther year abating rent payment.  All aye.  The motion carried.

Mayor Long thanked the Chamber representatives for the work they have been doing at the chamber helping to lead our city.

E.  Western Carolina Regional Sewer Authority intergovernmental agreement 
ordinance, 1st reading

Mayor Long explained that we have done a lot of sewer work in our city. Some of the other communities have not done any work…they are just beginning to do some things.  We were under a court order and time was running out on us to fix our sewer.  We have done a lot of work already.  We have this agreement authorizing the City of Fountain Inn executing deliver intergovernmental agreement between our city and Western Carolina Regional Sewer Authority.  Before anything is done we have to have a joint agreement between our city and Western Carolina – most of this is to protect both of us.
Eddie Case explained this is an ordinance that takes two readings to sign an intergovernmental agreement between the City of Fountain Inn and Western Carolina Sewer Authority.  Council has the ordinance before them.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Jay Thomason to approve the ordinance with Western Carolina Sewer Authority
Wanza Bates asked what the agreement is saying:

Roger Case explained that this all refers back to EPA requiments concerning how much infiltration that they will accept.  Basically, it is an agreement between us and Western Carolina that we will continue to work on our lines with them.  We are working together to get the iodine out of the lines.  It also states that we will continue to monitor our lines.
Discussion

Mayor Long asked for a vote.  All aye.  The motion carried on 1st reading.

F: Request for proposal for City Attorney and Insurance Broker

Eddie Case explained Council has before them a RFP for a city attorney that you asked me to get together.  After doing research we found that this has to be done by resolution.  
Brad Love explained you must vote to approve the resolution explaining procedures in the RFP and for the Mayor and City Administrator to change any terms that are necessary in the process 
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Louie Chambers to authorize the City Administrator to send out the RFP for City Attorney and Insurance Broker.  5 aye, 1 no.  The motion carried.
9.   Executive Session – Council did not have any matters to discuss during   
session.
It was moved by Leonard Henderson to adjourn the meeting.

Time:  6:57 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer

*Consent Agenda – All matters listed under Item 5, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be a separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered separately.

PAGE  
8

