March 13, 2008 City of Fountain In Council Meeting


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 13, 2008 – 6:00 PM – COUNCIL CHAMBERS
COUNCIL PRESENT:  Mayor Gary Long, Jay Thomason, Celia Tuttle, Wanza Bates, Erick Chapman, Berry Woods, Jr., Matthew King
STAFF PRESENT: Sandra Woods, Debbie Kvist, Keith Morton, Van Broad, Attorney, David Holmes, Eddie Case, Dan Powell, Cathi Avery, Scott Nelson, Melissa Woods, Kerry Woods, Nichole Slattery, Chad Chandler, Phillip Brown, Claude Goodjion, Doc Satterwhite, Roger Case, Mike Pitman
VISITORS: 35
WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long called the meeting to order.  He asked, if there was no objection, to recognize our employees first.  There was no objection.

INVOCATION:  Van Broad 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:

Debbie Kvist was recognized for 25 years of service with the City.  Rodger (PD) Terry is retiring after 31 years of service with the Recreation Department and Willie Gilliam is retiring after 33 years of service with the Streets/Sanitation department. Each was given a plaque recognizing their service and dedication. 

PUBLIC HEARING – SC RECREATION TRAILS PROGRAM GRANT

Mayor Long called the public hearing to order. 
Dan Powell explained the purpose of the public hearing is to meet the requirement for the SC Recreational Trail program.  Local municipalities can apply for this once a year.  The grant will be awarded in July 2008.  The City has been working on a Recreational Trails Program and the Greenway plan.  We have an opportunity to expand what has been done in the Country Gardens area.  This grant is $100,000 that is received from highway administration funds. If we receive the award the city can match 20% of in kind labor through public works, volunteers, etc.  
Dan Powell opened the floor for questions:

Councilman Woods asked about maintenance of the trail.    
Mr. Powell affirmed it is maintained once a month by Western Carolina Sewer Authority.

Dan Powell asked if someone would speak from the audience for the grant requirement.

Sherry Hogeboom:  We are thrilled this is happening.  We have looked at other Greenways and we have found that most of the Greenways we’ve looked at are wide enough for wheelchairs, strollers, etc.  The ones we looked at could be maintained easily.  We’re excited that the Greenway will help us to walk to town.  It will be very easy to get into the City of Fountain Inn, go to the Library, the drug store, etc…as time goes on people will be more apt to use the trail and walkway rather than the main highway.  
Citizen:  I just want to thank you all for what you all have done…Wanza and all of you came and slaved away at Country Gardens…Dan…the people had nothing and now they have such a blessing.  I talked to them and asked them to write a note about what this means.  They are so excited.  I have 30 reports for Dan.  When I told them they were going to expand it to downtown they said yea, yea, yea! People care and they want to thank you all.  

Vivian Bates:  Will there be security on the trail?
Dan:  The greenway will be closed at night.  It will be wide enough for an emergency vehicle if necessary.

Mayor Long commented that most parks are not monitored 24/7, but are on an as needed basis.  If something is going on we are usually alerted.

Wanza:  One thing I’ve noticed is that the neighbors are the ones who cause that park to be safe.  They care for one another, they are actively engaging the youth and talking to them and giving them a sense of responsibility that is theirs.  They have found just being neighborly is the best way to have security on their greenway.
Alex Smith:  Before the Greenway was built I would go to Greenville to take my dog on a long walk or to wander downtown.  I rarely go to Greenville to the dog park anymore.
Citizen:  I was just concerned if they could add sidewalks to the Greenway in the area where Hellams Street and Garrett Street meets.
Dan:  There have been a lot of walkers.  There was some discussion when signatures went out in the neighborhood if they could tie sidewalks into the Greenway.   We will look into additional funding sources.  The primary focus is getting the Greenway in place. Secondary focus would to get better access instead of driving to it you can get to it from your house.  I think they are talking specifically Hellams and Garrett Street.
The public hearing was closed at 6:20 pm

COPS AWARDS
Melissa Woods presented awards to the following businesses and citizens for their help with Community Patrol:
Norma Shepard, RexRoth

John Fabian, Gen III

Frank and Sonya Rogers, Rogers Stereo

Tim Russell, Fort Dearborn

Harry and Beverly George, Pump South

Classy kids

Xtreme Cycles

Mike Grizzle, Bi-lo

Mike Toole, Ingles

David Taylor, Trinity UMC

Cindy Langley

Mike Cunningham, FI Frozen Food

Drew and Mary Jones, Mary’s Restaurant

Watson Nealy, Budweiser

Dave Shoviack, Fisher Barton

Pepsi of Greenville

CITIZEN COMMENT:
Alex Smith thanked Council, volunteers and the people of the city, particularly the Hogebooms for their work on the Greenway in Country Gardens.  His hopes are that getting the community involved is a good opportunity to bring everyone together.  He also welcomed the new Council members and looks forward to hearing opinions and new ideas from the new members.  His hopes are when concerns come before Council that Council does not take those concerns personally.  There have been comments made before that we don’t want outsiders coming in making comments about things that are bad in the community, but we accept good comments from outsiders and we should listen to all opinions from citizens positive or negative because it’s Council’s job to solve those problems.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee Reports were read by each council member.  Reports are on file with the city clerk.
CONSENT AGENDA:
a. Approval of 2/14/08 council meeting minutes, 2/12/08 workshop minutes
b. Approval of February 2008 financial statement

Motion by Berry Woods, seconded by Matthew King to accept the items listed in the consent agenda. All aye. 
OLD BUSINESS
      USDA Resolution – Commerce Park  
      Dan Powell commented the he and Van Broad attended a Farmers Market Managers meeting in Columbia, SC.  We are applying for the Rural Development Business Opportunity Grant.  This is from USDA federal funds.  Specifically we are applying for construction of the Farmers Market supporting the Chamber and Museum facility.  We met with the head county extension agent.  He has offered his full support on this endeavor.  We have also been offered a graduate program from Clemson University to offer a free intern or summer semester student to help with the organization of the Farmers Market.  This Resolution would enable the city to purchase or put another $100,000 toward indebtedness.  The Farmers Market would operate under the city’s ownership.  The Farmers Market Committee is a core group of local farmers in the area which will be selected by our Economic Developer.  The committee will meet monthly and discuss opportunities for the market.  We feel this will be a draw for downtown foot traffic and an economic anchor.  We’ve spent a lot of time on the grant.  
Motion by Jay Thomason, seconded Celia Tuttle to accept the USDA resolution as written.
Discussion followed.
There being no further questions or discussion, Mayor Long called for a vote.  All aye.  The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
     Affirmative Action Committee
Mayor Long recommended the following employees and councilman to serve on the          Affirmative Action Committee: Gwen Britt, Shannon McMakin, Scott Nelson, Tammy Finley, and Matthew King
Wanza Bates commended public works and administration.  Public Works has 31% minority representation through the recent openings.  Administration has 40% representation.  
Safe Routes Resolution

Dan Powell invited everyone to attend the Safe Routes workshop on March 20th from 9am-3pm.  Fountain Inn is honored to host this workshop.  It will be held at the Fountain Inn Elementary School.  Please sign up! Lunch will be provided.
A motion was made by Wanza Bates, second by Jay Thomason to adopt the Safe Routes Resolution.  All aye.
Note:  Councilwoman Celia Tuttle left the meeting at 7pm.

Direct Deposit Policy

Eddie Case stated that Policy 3-1 states we will pay our employees by check or direct deposit.  We have determined, based on legal council, that we can make this mandatory for all employees by an administrative action.  We want to advise council that about 50% of our employees has direct deposit.  The other 50% do not.  It is a lot checks and paperwork.  This will be safer and a technology enhancement.  This will be effective April 1st.  The local banks are working to help the people who do not have checking accounts.  This is information only.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Personnel matter, Legal briefing
A motion was made by Jay Thomason, seconded by Matthew King  for Council to meet in executive session to discuss a personnel matter and legal briefing.

Time:  7:03 pm
Back in Session: 7:35 pm
Mayor Long explained that no votes were taken while in executive session, only discussion.
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
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