City of Fountain Inn Council Workshop Minutes
May 5, 2008 – 6:00 pm

Council Chambers

Council present: Jay Thomason, Celia Tuttle, Matthew King, Wanza Bates and Mayor Gary Long
Staff present: Van Broad, Eddie Case, Debbie Kvist, Sandra Woods
GC Planning Commission: Dan Powell
Attorney:  David Holmes

Visitors:  7
Welcome:  Mayor Pro Tempore, Jay Thomason welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. 

GASB 45 – David Holmes, Mike Downing, Heather McBride
David Holmes briefed council on the new GASB 45 compliance requirements.
Heather McBride, SC ORBIT gave a power point presentation on the GASB45 and SC ORBIT program.   The purpose of statement 45 is that post-employment benefits are part of the compensation for services rendered by employees.  The benefits are “earned” and obligations accrue during employment but benefits are not taken until after employment.  Our first step is to have SC ORBIT have their actuaries do an evaluation of the City of Fountain Inn.  This topic will be on the agenda May 8th. 
Economic Development – Van Broad

Friday’s by the Fountain

Van Broad introduced to Council Friday’s by the Fountain on City Hall grounds.  This is a live music program that will begin May 30 and will run through the end of the summer.

It was requested that this topic be on the May 8th Council agenda.
Historical Downtown Designation
Van Broad introduced to Council that the City designate the area from 315 North Main Street to 418/South Main Street as an Historic District.  It was requested that this topic be on the May 8th Council agenda. 

Civic Center for the Performing Arts Foundation
Van Broad introduced to Council his desire to form a Cultural Arts Foundation to promote and develop the cultural arts venue known as the Fountain Inn Civic Center for the Performing Arts.   He asks Council to give this some thought and he will bring up again at a later date.  
TIF information and study
Van Broad introduced to Council how a TIF district might work in the City of Fountain Inn.  It could help the city float bonds for infrastructure improvements and to fund the priority of the Master Plan and widen 418 from Main Street to I-385.  He would like Council to explore this possibility and he will bring this topic up again at a future meeting.
Fountain Inn Chamber – request to sell beer and wine at special events.

Cindy Clemmer with Fountain Inn Chamber of Commerce asked Council to open the floor for discussion for the possibility of selling beer and wine at chamber/city events.  There was discussion, but all felt additional research needed to be done.  A committee will be formed and this will be brought back before Council at a later date.
      The meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer

PAGE  
1

