November 13, 2006 Council Meeting


Minutes

Fountain Inn City Council Meeting 

November 13, 2006 – 6:00 PM

All Council members were present except Louie Chambers who is out due to an             illness.

Staff present:  David Benfield, Lori Cooper, Andy Goodson, Debbie Kvist, Keith Morton, Sandra Woods and Dan Powell

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long called the meeting to order.  Mayor Long explained council voted to move the council meeting to November 13th due to a conflict with a chamber event at the Civic Center November 9th.

INVOCATION:  Berry Woods, Jr. gave prayer
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

COMMITTEE REPORTS

(Each council member read their committee report.  Reports are on file with Clerk.)
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

CVS:  Construction has started and they hope to complete by Christmas. 

Residential subdivisions: Two tracts of land with letter of intent. One tract inside city

approximately 40 acres and the other outside city that would annex approximately 48 acres.   

One new restaurant opened in central business district. The old Weston Street Restaurant has been leased and opened Friday Nov. 10th. Another restaurant has signed a contract to purchase a building in the central business district.  It should open by the end of the year.

I-385 & Harrison Bridge Road ribbon cutting was held on Monday Oct. 24th 

at 3 pm.

Blue Star Memorial ceremony was held Saturday Nov. 11 in front of Police Dept. 

Anyone interested in purchasing a brick in memory or honor of a Veteran please

Call Nancy Wyatt 864 409-3112.

A Community Watch meeting is to be held Thursday, Nov. 16th , 7:00 PM at the

Civic Center for Country Gardens.  Mayor and Council are encouraged to attend.

Meeting with Terry Bragg and Jeffery L. Hilderbran with CoTransCo concerning Main St. ADA Accessibility Project extension and detailed work plan.

Attended MASC Managers/Administrators meeting in Columbia.

Met with Laurens County Administrator & County Council Chairman 

concerning the Fire District contract.  A new contract has been signed as

requested.

Met with Chamber and downtown merchants to discuss Christmas Festival 

Monday, October 30th .

Presented the Master Plan to the commercial members of Greater Greenville 

Association of REALTORS.  Approximately 75 members attended this meeting along 

with Mayor Long, Roger Case and Dan Powell.  We received excellent 

comments and interest.

Kiwanis Club Committee is meeting every Thursday morning at 7:30 am to plan 

for the kids playground at Woodside Park. They have set Tuesday, Nov. 14th at 6 

pm as the design day meeting at the Activity Center.  Mayor and Council 

encouraged to attend.  

Meeting was held in Fountain Inn on Monday, Oct 23rd  with SCDOT Executive Director Elizabeth Mabry, SCDOT staff, Mayor, Chief Morton, Roger Case, Senator David Thomas, Senator Danny Verdin, Rep. Adam Taylor, County Council Chairman Butch Kirven, representatives from U.S. Senator Demint & Graham office, representatives from U.S. House of Representatives Barrett, & Inglis, and Rep. Garry Smith to discuss I-385-Fairview St. interchange upgrade.  We are back on the radar screen.  Funding will be the final issue.  Follow up meeting with Department of Commerce, legislative delegation members, S.C. Transportation officials, and city officials has been requested by Rep. Garry Smith.  The estimated cost of this interchange upgrade is 53 Million.

Main & Jones Street city lot survey completed – sign & bid packages should 

be completed by late November.  I would like to have central business guideline in place before auction. The projected auction date mid to late December.

Additional contacts have been made on Gas Manager position.  An interview with a prospect for manager was held with Mayor, Berry Woods and myself.  We are doing background, reference check and negotiations with the prospect.   

Economic Development staff member – Working on job description – should

start to advertise by late November.

Master Plan – Request for bid proposals on city entryways and Phase 1 of Main Street (Fairview St. to Jones St.) for detailed work plan and design will be sent out by late November.   

Vehicle/Equipment Repair and Replacement program, develop city purchase order policy, financial policies, investment policies, and employee budget incentive program.  Workshop with Teressa Cawley and City Council was held Tuesday, Oct. 24th  at 3 PM. 

Museum Committee has prepared a brochure to begin a fund raising campaign.  

Letters will be mailed and personal contacts will be made by the committee members to possible donors next month. 

On Thursday Nov. 9th the Chamber/City James Gregory event will be at the Civic Center. All 500 tickets were sold and by all accounts a success.  The next event in the Civic Center will be Saturday Feb. 10th  at 8:00 PM with Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver (Bluegrass). 

City staff Christmas Party planned for Wednesday. Dec. 6th at the Activities Center.  Council and family invited to attend.  This will follow the Christmas parade. Christmas Festival with Carriage Rides will be held on City Hall grounds Dec. 7th-10th and Dec 14th-18th  .    

Senior staff meetings held the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome.     

CONSENT AGENDA:*

A. Approval of 10/12/06 Council Minutes and 11/6/06 Workshop minutes

B. Approval of October 2006 Financial Statements

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the consent agenda.  All aye.

OLD BUSINESS
2007 Proposed Budget and Financial Policies, First Reading

Mayor Long explained that council reviewed the budget and financial policies during a council workshop November 6th.

Eddie Case explained we have reviewed the proposed budget, Investment Policies, Financial Policies, Employee Budget Incentive Program and Purchase Order Policy.

The budget and policies will require two readings.  I present the budget as a balanced budget.

Mayor Long asked if Council has had time to review the policies.  

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to accept the proposed 2007 budget and financial policies on first reading.

No discussion

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on first reading.
Mayor Long asked Council to review the budget and polices again before second and final reading December 14th.
Fireworks Ordinance, Second Reading
Mayor Long reminded council that this changed the sales from December 18th until midnight January 1st and from June 27th  through midnight July 4th.  Portable stands may be erected six business days prior to the start of the designated period, but must be removed within six business days after the last day of the designated period.  It must have electrical power if it is a portable stand.  If it is permanent and may be used for different purposes instead of the sales of fireworks for a year round purpose the facility must have water, sewer and electrical power provided, etc…  This will only be permited upon review in C-2, S-1 and I-1 Zoning Districts within the city of Fountain Inn.   However, no such sales shall be allowed within one mile distance of the central business district.  This is the second reading.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to accept the Fireworks Ordinance on second reading.

No discussion

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on first reading.
Fireworks Text Amendment, Second Reading
Mayor Long explained this is the second part of the fireworks ordinance – the text amendment to the zoning ordinance.  This is also second reading.   This amendment adds fireworks stands to Article 5 District Regulations.  This is clearing up some of the language.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to accept the Fireworks Text Amendment on second reading.  No discussion.  All aye.

Bethlehem Baptist Church – Rezoning change from I-1 to C-2, Second Reading
Mayor Long explained the rezoning change and asked for a motion on second reading.

It was moved by Charlie Thackston, seconded by Wanza Bates to accept the rezoning change for Bethlehem Baptist Church from I-1 to C-2 on second reading.  No Discussion.  All aye.

Text Amendment – Zoning Ordinance – Article 5, change R-16 to R-15, Second Reading
Mayor Long explained that everything in Greenville County is R-15 and we wanted to be consistent with the other towns.  This is second reading.
It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Berry Woods to accept the Zoning Ordinance – Article 5, changing R-16 to R-15 on second reading.  No discussion.   All aye.

Board of Zoning Appeals Nominations (3 year term) 
It was moved by Jay Thomason to appoint Yancey Epps to serve on the board in his ward, seconded by Leonard Henderson.  No discussion.  All aye.

Dan Powell mentioned that Jerry Cobb is moving out of the city and will need to be replaced.

Wanza Bates asked for a reminder before the next meeting.
Insurance Reimbursement
Mayor Long explained we are not ready to discuss the insurance reimbursement tonight due to some new information.  We will move to new business.

   NEW BUSINESS
   Text Amendment – Central Business District Guidelines, First Reading
    Dan Powell explained the amendment to the Central Business District Guidelines.  
Jay Thomason asked if the people that currently have signs would be grandfathered in.

Dan Powell affirmed they would be grandfathered in.

Jay Thomason commented that the storefronts are no where near 50’.  Their signs are going to be small.  The average storefront on main streets is 15’ – 20’.

Dan Commented they would probably use the plackered type signs if they use them at all.  

Jay Thomason commented that they need to pick a size and stick with it.

Discussion

Eddie Case commented that the planning commission studied this for quite some time.  We can study this some more before second reading.

Mayor Long asked Council to go downtown and look at the signs.

It was moved by Charlie Thackston, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the Central Business Guidelines text amendment on first reading.  No further discussion.  All aye.

Text Amendment – Article 6 Regulation of Signs, First Reading
Dan Powell explained this amendment covers all districts in the city.  This goes hand in hand with the other amendment, but applies to the whole city. 

Discussion

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve Article 6 Regulation of Signs on first reading.  No further discussion.  All aye.

Text Amendment – Tree Ordinance (Update to National Standards)
Dan Powell explained that we made changes to this ordinance last year.  Since that time, I applied for the Tree City USA status…there are grants involved.  When they received our application they sent back to us an ordinance that said we should amend our ordinance to include the national standards.  This has been reviewed by the SC Forestry Commission and Duke Power.  The planning commission recommends this amendment.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to approve the Tree Ordinance – Update to National Standards on first reading.  
Gas Equal Payment Plan
David Benfield passed out information concerning the equal payment plan.  David explained how the 12 month sign up time for EPP came about.  At the February 2005 council meeting it was mentioned that the gas committee decided to allow customers to sign up for EPP anytime of the year.  We researched other utilities and some only allow customers to sign up April – June.  October was our biggest sign up month.  The ladies in the office said everything seems to be working fine on the 12 month sign up time.  The new software upgrade we asked for will show the credit or overage.   Our current software doesn’t show that – just shows the EPP payment amount.  We did have a lot of customers that had to pay a large amount to settle up.  

Discussion

After much discussion it was decided to continue as we are now and wait until a gas manager is on board to review and make a proposal.  
February Chamber Event
The February 10th chamber event is Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver.   The proposal is to handle this event just like we did the James Gregory event which is 50/50 basis. Eddie recommends to move forward.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to go in 50/50 with the Chamber on the February event.  All aye.
Resolution – K & S Bearings – approve Multi County Industrial Placement
Andy Goodson explained basically this is acknowledging the fact that K & S Bearings is going to be in an industrial park.  The basic agreement is with Bamburg County and Greenville County and acknowledges that it will be in Fountain Inn located in the old Vermont American building.  This will allow certain job and tax credits.  We received the request from Jerry Howard, GADC.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the resolution.

Discussion

Roll Call Vote:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, No; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr, abstained; Mayor Long, aye.  

The motion carried 4/2. 

Executive Session
There was no business to be discussed in executive session.
It was moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
*Consent Agenda – All matters listed under Item 5, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be a separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered separately.
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