November 8, 2007 Council Meeting Minutes


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 8, 2007 – 6:00 PM
Council members present:  Jay Thomason, Charlie Thackston, Wanza Bates, Berry Woods, Jr. and Mayor Long.  Louie Chambers and Leonard Henderson were absent.

Staff present:  David Benfield, Mike Pitman, Roger Case, Van Broad, Eddie Case, Sandra Woods, Melissa Woods, Keith Morton, Debbie Kvist, Dan Powell and David Holmes

Visitors:  30+
WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Long welcomed everyone and asked that we add some language to our executive session to state personnel matters and legal briefings.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Charlie Thackston to add that language to the executive session topic.  All aye.
INVOCATION:  Reverend Sylvester Golden
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
RECOGNITION:  Dale Watson, GC Fire Chief of the Year – Palmetto Pride5.  
Mayor Long explained Chief Watson is at a conference and we will recognize him at the December meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Jay Thomason – Police Department:  you will see in your packet that the police committee is asking for $11,000 so each officer can have a taser.  There are several reasons for this.  We will be able to keep track of them better and for officer safety.  I will now defer to Officer Melissa Woods.

Melissa Woods presented a community patrol power point presentation.

Charlie Thackston – Gas Department

Wanza Bates – Judicial

Mayor Long read the Recreation report.

Berry Woods, Jr. – Fire Department

Mayor Long read the Public Works report

Mayor Long – Ways and Means
(Committee reports were read and are on file with the City Clerk.)
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

Thursday Oct 11th & Nov. 8th, 2007

Residential subdivisions: 1. West Meadows is approx. 40 acres on Howard Dr. has 96 lots roads are under construction.  2. The Village at Fountain Inn is approx. 37 acres on North Main St. and has passed Planning Commission for Planned Development with commercial on the front and 58 residential lots on the rear.  3. Tucker Branch Subdivision (name changed from Oak Hollow) on S. Main St. has 60 lots proposed with development started. First house has been started. 

Commercial development: 1. Annexation of 13.24 vacant property beside Kemet on Fairview St. Ext. has passed planning commission and before City Council tonight for first reading. 2. The 102 Depot St. site has closed and we are now working on design plans. 3. Meetings held with prospects to occupy the old Mary’s Restaurant building on Main and another to occupy the old Back St. Diner. 4. A new bank has signed a contract to locate in Fountain Inn.

The Main Street ADA Accessibility Project is completed.

Kiwanis Club Committee is meeting every Thursday at 12 noon to plan 

for the kids playground at Woodside Park. Work is moving forward.  They have 

employed a Public Relations firm to assist in fund raising. 

Update on I-385 Fairview St. interchange - exit 24.  Work moving forward to secure funding. Greenville County has requested $10,000,000 in federal assistance as a FY2008 Appropriations Request. We have been notified that we should receive approx. $500,000 in federal assistance from FY2008 appropriation by Sen. Graham office.  I was in Washington on Sept 27th and met with Senator Demint, Senator Graham’s aid, Congressman Barrett and Congressman Inglis’s aid asking for assistance to insure that the $500,000 survives budget cuts.  All were very supportive and offered points of contact for additional funding.   

Van Broad was hired and started Monday Oct. 15th as the new Economic Development and Performing Arts Director.  His office will be in the Civic Center.

Master Plan 1.  City entryways – Completed except for flag poles. 

2.  Main St. - Working on funding sources to start Phase I – Fairview St to Jones

St.  3.  Central Business District Façade Improvement Assistance Grant guidelines have been approved by council and are available to qualified applicants . 4.  Parks – Georgia St. improvements will be completed in the next few months.

Community Relations - The city has met with the Fountain Inn Ministers and Pastors Association, and Mr. Walter Atkinson, Senior Conciliation Specialist with the U.S. Department of Justice Community Relations Service to dialogue on the issues and explore solutions.  We are going to move forward with the mediation process.

Vehicle/Equipment Repair, Replacement, and Capital Program.    Results were presented to council at workshop Monday Nov. 5th.  

Compensation Study for the city and gas dept. has started and hope to be completed by end of December.

Website – New site up and running.  

Museum Committee held its kickoff fund raising dinner on Tuesday March 27th in the banquet room at the civic center. Approx. 120 people attended. Money and pledges raised are over $42,500.00. The committee continues to review the exterior design to meet the request of citizens in the community.  A $98,500 State  Competitive Grant has been approved.   New location has been approved and in the design stage.

Civic Center – A $98,500 State Competitive Grant and $100,000 state line item budget has been approved to upgrade lights and sound. We should receive prices on the improvements by mid November.

Presented a request to the Greenville Legislative Delegation Transportation Committee on Thursday Oct. 25th for funding in the amount $48,750.00 to correct drainage problem on S.Weston St..  We will know results next month.

Attended the Laurens County Tourism Summit on Friday Sept. 14th.

Roger Case, Dan Powell, Van Broad, Lori Cooper and I met with Burkhold Planning & Management on Friday Oct. 22nd to evaluate our planning and grant efforts to focus on a more productive way.  We will provide Mayor and Council a copy of the summary when completed.

Roger Case, Van Broad and I attended the ribbon cutting of Tiger Enterprises & Trading, Inc. on Thursday Nov. 1st in Woodfield Industrial Park.

Senior staff meetings held the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome.

Fountain Inn Christmas Parade Wed. Dec.5th , Tree Lighting Thursday Dec 6th and Christmas Festival Thursday, Friday, Sat. & Sunday Dec.6-9 & 13-16

City of Fountain Inn celebrated the 120th year of the City Charter quietly on 

Christmas Eve.  Plans are in the works for a large celebration later this

year.   

Van Broad:  I’ve been speaking to merchants to address expanding our Christmas festival.  We are in the process of purchasing the ice rink for Trade Street.  There is a lot of enthusiasm for the expanded Christmas festival.  We are working with the Chamber of Commerce to add more dollars to our advertising that we have ever done.  We have had two nice newspaper articles on our Christmas festival.  Eddie and I continue to meet with a lot of developers in the area who are showing interest in the area for future development…lot of exciting things happening.  
Mayor Long:  I want to take a minute to thank Mr. Thackston, Louie Chambers and Leonard Henderson.  Thank you for your service to the city.  

December 3rd we will be swearing in the new council members.  I would like to introduce Matthew King and Celia Tuttle.  Mrs. Jennifer Watts and Erick Chapman will be in a runoff election Tuesday, November 20th.  
CONSENT AGENDA:*

Approval of 10/11/07 council meeting minutes

Approval of October 2007 financial statement 
It was moved by Charlie Thackston, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the consent agenda.  All aye.  
OLD BUSINESS
Budget Amendment Ordinance #2007-30, 2nd  reading
Mayor Long: we have had first reading on the budget amendment ordinance.  This gives us an opportunity to amend the current year budget.

No. 2007-30

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO UPDATE AND AMEND THE FY 2007 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN TO ACCOUNT FOR APPRORIATIONS MADE BY CITY COUNCIL THROUGH THE FISCAL YEAR 

WHEREAS, The City of Fountain Inn adopted a budget for City operations for FY 2007; and

WHEREAS, City staff has recommend and council has approved certain appropriations throughout the year; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate at year end to adopt an amendatory ordinance to reflect those appropriations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN, SOUTH CAROLINA, AS FOLLOWS:

The FY 2007 Budget for the City of Fountain Inn shall be amended as follows:

The FY 2007 Budget is amended to reflect the appropriations described on Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

FURTHER:  The City Administrator, or his designee, is hereby authorized and directed to make the changes required by this Ordinance to the FY 2007 budget.

	2007 BUDGET AMENDMENTS
	
	DATE OF 
	

	DESCRIPTION
	 AMOUNT 
	RESOLUTION
	FUNDING

	
	
	
	

	Police Department – Tasers
	 $    11,230.02 
	
	Reserves

	*Street Improvements
	 $    30,000.00 
	
	Reserves

	City Park Improvements
	 $    80,000.00 
	4/12/2007
	Hospitality

	Fairview/Fowler Street Park (Leland Cypress)
	 $      3,000.00 
	4/12/2007
	Hospitality

	Georgia Street Park
	 $    16,000.00 
	5/10/2007
	Reserves

	Country Gardens Greenway (includes bridge)
	 $    26,300.00 
	7/10/2007
	Reserves

	Georgia Street Park (trike track/fencing)
	 $    18,400.00 
	8/9/2007
	Hospitality

	3 Police Cars $31,000 x 3
	 $    93,000.00 
	8/9/2007
	Reserves/GO Bond

	Recreation Computer
	 $      1,500.00 
	8/9/2007
	Reserves/GO Bond

	Recreation Mower
	 $    12,000.00 
	8/9/2007
	Reserves/GO Bond

	Fire concrete pad
	 $      5,500.00 
	8/9/2007
	Reserves/GO Bond

	Salary study
	 $    25,000.00 
	8/9/2007
	Reserves

	National Night Out
	 $      2,085.00 
	9/13/2007
	hospitality

	Aunt Het Festival
	 $      5,000.00 
	9/13/2007
	hospitality

	Christmas Festival
	 $      5,000.00 
	9/13/2007
	hospitality

	
	 $  334,015.02 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	GAS DEPARTMENT
	
	
	

	Gas Construction
	 $  558,000.00 
	9/13/2007
	Reserves/GO Bond

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	*Street Improvements:  Invoice from Greenville County Transportation Committee in the amount of $150,000.00

	Our Road Fund Account paid $120,795.92.  The balance of $29,204.08 was paid out of Street Improvements.

	 We need a budget amendment to cover this amount. (Resurfacing Program) 
	


It was moved by Berry Woods, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the budget amendment ordinance on second reading.
Wanza Bates:  Why didn’t we add the tasers to the 2008 budget?

Eddie Case:  Because they will be purchased before December 31st. 

Mayor Long:  If there are no other questions I’ll call for a vote.  All in favor of approving the budget amendment ordinance.  All aye.  The motion carried.
Millage rollback ordinance #2007-29,  2nd reading
Mayor Long:  The reason we have the millage rollback ordinance is due to reassessement.  The city cannot get a windfall because of this.
Ordinance No.  2007-29

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO SET THE TAX LEVY MILLAGE FOR THE CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN, SOUTH CAROLINA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2007 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MILLAGE ROLLBACK PROVISIONS OF SOUTH CAROLINA CODE ANN. §12-37-251(E)

WHEREAS, a portion of The City of Fountain Inn lies within the corporate limits of Greenville County, South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, Greenville County completed reassessment of all taxable property within the County for 2007; and

WHEREAS, state law provides that in a year of reassessment, the City must rollback its millage; and

WHEREAS, the City Administrator has recommended the appropriate rollback millage in compliance with state law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN, SOUTH CAROLINA, AS FOLLOWS:

The City of Fountain Inn shall hereby set its millage levy for its fiscal year ending December 31, 2007 at 52.9 mils, for taxes assessed in late 2007, by Greenville County and billed on the City of Fountain Inn’s behalf by the county in December of 2007 to be collected in the first quarter of 2008. The millage levy set forth herein was calculated by dividing the prior year property tax revenues by the adjusted total assessed value applicable in the year 2007, the year that the values derived from the Greenville County equalization and reassessment program was implemented. The assessed value was adjusted by deducting assessments added for property or improvements not previously taxed, for new construction, and for renovation of existing structures pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann. § 6-1-320(A) and §12-37-251(E). 

FURTHER:  The City of Fountain Inn does hereby certify to the county auditor that the millage rate levied is in compliance with § 12-37-251(E) and other laws limiting the millage rate imposed the City of Fountain Inn.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Berry Woods to approve the budget amendment ordinance.  All aye.

NEW BUSINESS

2008 Proposed Budget #2007-31, 1st reading

Mayor Long:  We had a workshop on the budget Monday night.  Do I hear a motion that we accept the proposed budget as stated?

It was moved by Charlie Thackston, seconded by Jay Thomason to approve the 2008 proposed budget as presented on first reading.

Wanza Bates:  We just had the workshop on Monday.  Is there a line item on hospitality tax revenue and the Commerce Park payment?

Eddie Case:  No.  There is not a line item because this is a separate fund.  

Wanza Bates:  Where does the payment come from?

Eddie Case:  Hospitality Tax.

Wanza Bates:  So we are not going to include the hospitality tax in our budget even though 70% or so is going to be used for Commerce Park.  Some portion will be left over that can be used in the city budget or capital improvement program.
Eddie Case:  It has to be voted on separately.  You’ve already encumbered about 60% of that for Commerce Park.

Wanza Bates:  Our hospitality tax that we spent this year is a separate department?

Eddie Case:  It is a separate fund.

Wanza Bates:  Are we receiving the expenditure each month in our month report?

Sandra Woods:  It is in your investment report.  It shows the balance each month.

Wanza Bates:  I would like to see revenue and expense each month.  What about the gas building?

Eddie Case:  We haven’t purchased the gas building nor have we voted to finally  purchase the gas building.  If you look back at Exhibit A of the budget amendment that you just approved it outlines what the hospitality tax is.

Berry Woods:  Are we voting on each budget at the same time?  I just wanted to ask the question because in the past it has been voted on separately.

Eddie Case:  Good point…just want to mention that we have seperated out the fire. Sewer was already broken out because of the bond.  Because of the bond we did with Greenville County we seperated the fire.

Wanza Bates:  I don’t think we are addressing the CIP tonight.  I want the record to show, and I would encourage my other council members…I don’t think it is consciousable for us to pass this budget without addressing the capital issues.  This year we have consistently modified our budget to address capital issues.  At our budget workshop we were shared a capital plan in its initial stages.  We need to vote on a budget that addresses a capital plan.  I think he budget should include some of the things that have been recommended such as the GIS, the policy and review procedures, the establishment of internal policies that would address some of the issues.  We have spent money on police cars and tasers, but we are not addressing some of the community issues in that area.  I also think we need to schedule another budget workshop that will include capital improvement because we are going to spend that next year.  Hopefully we can to do that before the next council meeting so the new council members can be included. 
No. 2007-31

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2008 

WHEREAS, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §5-9-40 the City Council shall adopt an annual budget for the operation of the City for Fiscal Year 2008; and,

WHEREAS, Council has carefully studied and examined the financial needs for operations for the coming fiscal year after discussions with the City department heads and Council Committees; and,

WHEREAS, having considered the budget requests for the coming fiscal year and having determined that it is in the best interests of the taxpayers of the City to adopt a comprehensive budget; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §6-1-80 the City has provided notice to the public by advertising the public hearing before the adoption of the budget for the next fiscal year in a newspaper of general circulation in the area, given not less than fifteen days in advance of the public hearing in the form as prescribed by law; and,
WHEREAS, after a public hearing and receiving public comment the City Council finds that the attached FY 2008 budget should be adopted;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN, SOUTH CAROLINA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1:
The City of Fountain Inn does hereby adopt the Fiscal Year 2008 Budget as attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2.
Authorization.  The Mayor, the City Administrator, and the City Clerk, for and on behalf of the City, acting jointly or individually, are fully empowered and authorized to take such further action as may be reasonably necessary to effect the changes authorized by this Ordinance in accordance with the conditions herein set forth.

Section 3.
Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any section, phrase or provision shall for any reason be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the sections, phrases and provisions hereunder.

Section 4.
Repeal of Conflicting Ordinance.  All ordinances, orders, resolutions and parts thereof in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed and this Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 
Mayor Long:  All in favor of approving the 2008 proposed budget on first reading signify by aye.  Aye: 4.  Opposed: 1  The motion carried.
Annexation Ordinance #2007-32 – Fairview Street Extension

Dan Powell:  During the October Planning Commission meeting staff made a recommendation to FIPC…I will briefly go over the location and the site that is petitioning to come into the city.  Currently it is a part of the Kemet property, Fairview Street exit #24.  Four parcels are included in this annexation.  Portions of the frontage of the Kemet site including a parcel here that has been undeveloped.  Basically, it has a lot of pine trees on it right now.  The applicant is requesting S-1 service in an un-zoned area in the county. I would like the applicant to have an opportunity to speak.  The Planning Commission is recommending approval.

Mayor Long:  What difference is this and the property that we currently gave approval to to put houses on in the city…the last three developments.  With this change in residence of 7.5.  

Eddie Case:  This property is not in the city it is in the county.  The Armstrong property in not in the city and has nothing to do other than he is just comparing the land use study shows.  The property we are talking about is a part of the Kemet property that has come before the planning commission and was unanimously approved and is coming before you for approval tonight.  Todd Fusco, Atlantic Supply and Doug Webster with the Furman Company are here tonight.

Todd Fusco:  I own Atlantic Supply and Equipment Company in Simpsonville, SC.  We are a pipe valve and fittings distributor.  Some of you may have seen our operation we have been there since 1981.  We are on the corner of W. Georgia Road and 385.  We are looking to expand our business and add additional product lines and we need more space.  I found this property – this is Kemet right here.  If you have ridden down Fairview Street there is a patch of pine trees right here.  This road that cuts back is Old Fairview Road.  That is 10 acres and that is what I have under contract to relocate Atlantic Supply and Equipment.  
Citizen:  I have a question for the record.  I’m just curious why does that have to be annexed into the city for him to do what he needs to do?
Dan Powell:  The primary reason is public services.  They will benefit from police protection and other city benefits.  Sewer being the largest issue.

Jay Thomason:  This does work into our plan to bring into the city and meet where we came out 418.

Mayor Long:  One day all that will probably be in the city.  For years we have been relunctant to annex to the other side of the highway.  If you look at Simpsonville they are all over the other side.  It is good for development.  

Wanza Bates:  The city is going to provide water and sewer – does it exist now or do we have to run it to the site?

David Holmes:  The city is only going to provide sewer and the developer is going to deal with the water line.

Wanza Bates:  The city is providing sewer – did the city do a cost benefit analysis?  How long does it take us to recoup the capital expenditure that we put into sewer?  Do we know that answer?

Eddie Case:  That has already been budgeted.  It is in the sewer bond that has been issued.  

Berry Woods:  Wanza, we have been trying, before you came on council, to get sewer out that direction.  We’ve looked at it and it is available at Kemet.  It is not that great of a distance that we have to go, but it would help us to extend it on out that direction as far as future development property coming into the city.

Dan Powell:  Staff is recommending approval and so is the Fountain Inn Planning Commission.  Keep in mind the subject properties are subject to the citys commercial design standards which includes façade on the front of the building, sidewalks internally and connecting to public streets and pedestrian routes.  Those standards were adopted in late 2005.  This is an important area because it is a part of the interchange and we believe that light non-residential is appropriate, but heavy commercial use would be 

inappropriate.  We feel like this is good transitional zone between the Kemet facility and agricultural and residential in the area.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the annexation of the Kemet property on Fairview Street Ext as presented to us.  All aye.

Animal Tethering Law request
Mayor Long:  We have a request for animal tethering law.  I would like to ask Roger Case to Chair the committee along with Mr. Woods, Mr. Thomason and myself and discuss the tethering.

Wanza Bates:  I would like to recognize the United Pastors of Fountain Inn.  We also are having a Pre-Thanksgiving meeting on November 21st.  All of the pastors and their churches are going to fellowship and we are encouraging city residents to fellowship as well at Trinity United Methodist Church at 7PM.  Please stand so we can recognize you.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Personnel matters and legal briefings 
It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason for council to meet in executive session.  All aye.

Time:  6:48 pm

Back in session: 7:24 pm

Mayor Long:  We are back in regular session.  While we were out we discussed several personnel issues.  There were no votes taken.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Berry Woods to adjourn the meeting.

Time:  7:25 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
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