September 11, 2008 Council Meeting Minutes


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

 SEPTEMBER 11, 2008 – 6:00 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

COUNCIL PRESENT:  Jay Thomason, Celia Tuttle, Wanza Bates, Erick Chapman, Berry Woods, Jr., Matthew King and Mayor Long

STAFF PRESENT:  Sandra Woods, Debbie Kvist, Eddie Case, Keith Morton, Van Broad, Melissa Woods, William Luttrell, Mike Pitman, Chris Barrineau, Roger Case, Gwen Britt

CITY ATTORNEY:  David Holmes

VISITORS: 14
WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATION:  Keith Morton
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

RECOGNITION 
Mayor Long recognized Lenwood Watford of Fountain Inn Body Works with a proclamation.  He is celebrating 38 years of being in business in Fountain Inn.    
GRANT PRESENTATION 
Matt Smith, Alcohol Enforcement Team Coordinator presented a grant to Melissa Woods with the Fountain Inn Police Department.  This is to renew an agreement for alcohol enforcement efforts.  Fountain Inn received the Outstanding Initiative Award for consistently reporting a compliance check each month.  We received a $1,500 grant, plus a $300 bonus check.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee reports were read and on file with the City Clerk.
CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of 8/14/08 council meeting minutes

Approval of August 2008 financial statement

MOTION BY WANZA BATES: to approve the consent agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
Public Works Fee – 1st reading
David Homes, City Attorney explained that Council approved a resolution in June to implement a public works fee.  We anticipated to add that fee to the water bills, subsequently Greenville Water cannot comply with that request.  All of the cities are placing the fees on the county tax notice.  We will need two readings to approve this request.  We will have a called meeting September 18th to approve on second reading.  The fee is $9.00 per year.
MOTION BY MATTHEW KING:  to approve the $9.00 Public Works Fee to be added to the Greenville and Laurens county tax notices.  Six (yes), Berry Woods (No).  The motion carried.
Reimbursement Resolution – Gas Department 

Teressa Cawley explained that the gas department is putting together a 10 year capital improvement plan.  Last year council passed a reimbursement resolution for some vehicles and this year for the purchase of the new headquarters for the gas department.  This resolution states that the city has the right to reimburse the fund balance for the advance expenditures for these funds whenever the gas department was ready to issue the revenue bonds.  A portion of the revenue bonds will be a reimbursement of monies that have already been spent.  Since the gas department has not completed the CIP for FY/2009 $3,000,000 is just an arbitrary number – Mike Pitman feels his improvements will not exceed $3,000,000.  The resolution does not mean we will issue $3,000,000 nor does it does approve the issuance of the $3,000,000 it just says we can be reimbursed for those previous expenditures if we issue bonds in the future that don’t exceed $3,000,000.  
MOTION BY CELIA TUTTLE:  to approve the resolution as presented. All Aye, the motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS

False Calls Ordinance, 1st reading (police dept)
David Holmes explained that the proposed ordinance we are recommending defines what a false alarm is.  The police spend a fair amount of time responding to burglar alarms that sound not because of a genuine emergency, but because they are malfunctioning.  This ordinance sets an administrative fee of $200 per alarm in excess of three per calendar quarter.  There is a 30 day grace period for new installations to work out the bugs.  In addition it provides after November 1, 2008 any alarm systems that is installed must be able to shut off within 20 minutes.  If alarms do not have the feature they have a year to comply.
MOTION BY JAY THOMASON: 
to approve the False Calls Ordinance on first reading.  All aye, the motion carried unanimously.
Red Flag Policy 

David Holmes explained under some federal regulations the Federal Trade Commission has some new regulations that require that any municipality that has a utility must adopt a Red Flag Policy by November 1st.  The final regulations published by the Federal Trade Commission are 60 pages long.  Basically, a red flag has to do with identity theft.  This will require that the gas department will need to look at where identify theft might be an issue, review their policies on an annual basis to make sure identity theft will be minimized to provide a method if someone’s identity has been stolen what they can do in that event.  I will meet with Mike Pitman to review their policy.  We will be coming back to you with amendments as we identify changes.
MOTION BY CELIA TUTTLE: to approve the red flag policy on first reading.  All aye.  The motion carried unanimously.
Safety Policy Statement

David Holmes explained that our workers compensation insurance carrier has asked the city to adopt a Safety and Loss Control Statement.  I modified the statement that they requested.  You basically already have this in place.  This is just putting in place a policy of what we are already doing at the request of our workers comp insurance carrier.

MOTION BY WANZA BATES: to approve the Safety and Loss Control Policy as presented. All aye. The motion carried unanimously.
Planning and Variance Board Appointments

Mayor Long explained some of our board members terms are up for appointment.

Planning Commission:  Ward One – Art Gibson

Planning Commission:  Ward 6 – Chris Ingle

Variance Board:  Ward 4 - Sam Lee

Variance Board:  Ward 5 - Topper Hart

Variance Board:  Ward 6 – Jeff Lee

Mayor Long explained he and Celia Tuttle will have their appointees to present at the next council meeting.
MOTION BY JAY THOMASON: to approve the board appointments. All aye, the motion carried unanimously.
Funding Request – Hospitality Funds 

Celia Tuttle requesting on behalf of the Civic Center/Performing Arts Center the following monies to spent out of Hospitality Funds.
$  5,000 Aunt Het Advertising

$10,000 Christmas Advertising

$  8,050 Ice Skating Improvements
$3,000    Decorations -  downtown buildings
Total request $26,050.
MOTION BY CELIA TUTTLE:  to approve the funding request out of Hospitality Funds.  All aye, the motion carried unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Personnel matter, Legal briefing, Contract matter      

 

MOTION BY CELIA TUTTLE:  for council to meet in executive session.  All aye.

BACK IN SESSION

Mayor Long reported that no action was taken during executive session.

MOTION BY BERRY WOODS, JR:  to accept the findings and recommendations of the Grievance Committee concerning the fire department.  Motion carried, 6 yes, 1 no.

Wanza Bates stated the only reason she voted “no” was because she had just received the Grievance Committees report and information packet during the meeting.  Therefore, she did not have the time she believed necessary to review and consider it carefully prior to the vote.

MOTION BY ALL TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.

Time:  7:48 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
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