April 13, 2006 Council Meeting


City of Fountain Inn 

Council Meeting Minutes

April 13, 2006
6:00 PM

All Council members were present

Staff present: David Benfield, Gwen Britt, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Gina Hoppis, Fred Hoppis, Debbie Kvist, Keith Morton, Rodger Terry, John Rumfelt, Dale Watson, Sandra Woods

Visitors:  15

Welcome

Mayor Long called the meeting to order. He recognized County Councilman Ted Nash, Laurens County Administrator, Ernie Segars, and Laurens County Chamber Commerce, Marvin Moss.  They will speak with us later in executive session.  Mayor Long asked everyone to join him in a moment of silence.  He asked for a special prayer for Councilman Thomason’s mother who has some health problems.
Employees of the quarter

The following employees were recognized for employee of the quarter.  They each received a $25 gift certificate to a local restaurant.  

Fred Hoppis, Fire Department

Geoff Hill, Police Department Volunteer
Tip Thackston, Recreation Volunteer

New  Employee

Keith Morton introduced Doug Crombie and his wife Tracy.  Doug will start Monday as our new police officer.  He comes to us from California.
Approval of Minutes and Financial Report

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the March 2006 minutes.

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the March 2006 financial reports.

Committee Reports

Jay Thomason, Ward 1, Public Works

Charlie Thackston, Ward 2, Fire Department

Wanza Bates, Ward 3, Law Enforcement – Ms. Bates mentioned that we have several job openings in the police department.
Leonard Henderson, Ward 4, Ways and Means

Berry Woods, Jr, Ward 5, Gas Department

Louie Chambers, Ward 6, Judicial

Mayor Long, Recreation Department

(reports on file with clerk)

Administrator Report

Eddie Case recognized our new City Secretary, Gwen Britt.  She comes to us from a real estate background, prior to that she worked at Tim Brett Public Relations.  She is working with Sandra and Debbie in the Administration office.  We are delighted to have her.
     Economic Development

1. CVS Final Plan Review 4/18/06 by staff

2. Leake 12 Acres Annexation on N. Main St. on schedule

3. 21.18 Acres on S. Main St. Auction 4/20/06 @ 11:00 A.M., zoned R12

4. Talked with two residential developers and one landowner for possible subdivision $200,000 – $400,000 price range

5. Working on additional annexation parcels 

6. Discussed development at intersection of Hwy 418 W. & Fairview St.

7. Discussed development of office park on Hwy 418 E. 

8. Working on gas line expansion on League Rd.

Master Plan

In Final Form – Ready for adoption in concept and committee to find       

funding.


SCDOT Youth Corps Program for summer application for grant $80,000.00     


which is an 80/20 match.  Lori in Public Works prepared application.


PARD Grant from Laurens County – verbal approval of $7,500.00.

            Staff Meeting held the 1st and 3rd Thursday at 10:00 A.M.  Council Members 

            welcome.


Attended Greenville County Managers/Administrators meeting on March 23, 


2006.


Attended the S.C. Managers/Administrators Forum March 31, 2006 in 


Columbia.


Meeting with Gibson & Associates & Insurance Committee on City Health 


Insurance renewal.  He will present at May Council Meeting.  Approximately


5% - 7% increase on rates.


Attended meeting with GPATS Committee on March 24, 2006.  Mayor Long 


has submitted the names of Dozier Brooks & Alan McCraw to serve on 


GPATS Transportation Plan Advisory Committee.


Boy Scout Troop 48 to Adopt-A-Highway Program for Woodvale Ave. (Main 


St. to Quillen Ave.).


Set up Museum checking account and started work with Andy Goodson for 


incorporation.


Attended luncheon to celebrate Strong Families in Strong Communities on


April 3, 2006.


Attended Laurens County Showcase Business Expo April 6, 2006.


Attended meeting Laurens County Economic Development Board April 7, 


2006.


Met with Fountain Inn Christian School to renew lease on all classrooms on 


lower level.


Attended Administrator orientation conducted by Appalachian Council of 


Governments, April 15, 2006.

Attended S.C. Dept. of Corrections Outside Labor Crew Rules &    Regulations Orientation – March 27, 2006.


Met with GCRA, Public Works, Police Dept. and MFUGE to discuss 


summer emergency repair program.  Dates for work are June 13 – 16, 20 – 


23 and 27 – 30.  Final details next month.


Submitted FY 2006/2007 Budget Request to Laurens County Fire &


Emergency Management Agency.  Requested service fees from $181,779.00 to


$189,050.16.


Conducted exit interviews with departing employees.


Chamber Horse Show set for May 6th @ 5:00 P.M. at Berry Woods’ Farm.


Quilt Show on City Hall grounds set for April 22, 2006 – 11:00 A.M. to 


2:00 P.M.


Rotary Club BBQ at Rotary Civic Center set for April 22, 2006 at 11:00 


A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
Requisition Approval

	
	

	
	

	Gas Department
	

	Pipeline Supply Co
	

	10,500' 2" PE Pipe and Tracing Wire
	$8,709.75

	
	

	Sewer
	

	Sewer Camera with 500' pull cable
	$28,000.00

	
	

	Recreation
	

	 Fountain Inn Officials Association
	$8,682.00

	Official Fees for baseball and softball
	

	 
	

	Fire Department
	

	15 Health Screenings for firemen
	$3,000.00

	
	

	
	

	All requests are budgeted items in the 2006 budget
	


It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the requisitions.  All aye.
OLD BUSINESS
Annexation, 2nd Reading

Roger Case reviewed with council that this is the 30 acres on North Main Street - north of the radio station and also the strip parcels on the left hand side where the welcome sign is and back to the gas meter station.
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the annexation on second reading.  Roll Call Vote: Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye.
Zoning, 2nd Reading

Roger Case reviewed with council that this is Tony’s Pizza.  Tony’s Pizza is relocating to a building at 302 Fairview Street, Fountain Inn Church of God fellowship hall.  Staff recommends approval of the rezoning change from  R-16 to C-1N.  If the building is demolished they will have to come back in with a site plan to blend in with the current residential.

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Jay Thomason to approve the rezoning on second reading.  All aye.

Annexation, Milacron Drive, 2nd Reading

Roger clarified that Nelson Drive is already in the city.  We are annexing the entire right of way at 418 and Milacron Drive in the present city limits.  Before it was annexed at the center line. It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the annexation on second reading.  All aye.
Master Plan – Adoption of Concept

Eddie Case received the final proposal of the master plan from Urban Collage.  There are 16 pages of corrections.  Most of the changes are clerical errors and there is a cover letter from the Mayor.  I will get the edited pages to council and you can insert into your proposal.  Urban Collage is finished with us except for the logo.  They need more information from us.  We need to approve the master plan in concept.  When I say concept, I’m not talking about a dollar amount…we will do that on an individual basis after we refer this back to council as a whole to determine where grants and funding will come from.  I have a CD and we will have it put on the Greenville Planning Commission website.
Mayor Long commented that we will meet before the next council meeting in a workshop.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Louie Chambers to Adopt the master plan in  concept.  All aye.

Sewer Update

Eddie Case reviewed a synopsis of the sewer bond:

To finance the mandated repairs/maintenance of the sewer system the city established sewer user fees in 2004.  The city issued a bond anticipation note (BAN) in 2004 for $990,163 to help pay for the maintenance and repairs.  We were to go out for a bond issue in 2005, but we didn’t have a full year to adequately analyze the revenues from the user fees to go out for bonding.  We rolled over the BAN in 2005.  The BAN will mature June 2006.  Our financial consultants, SMA, are currently working on our bid packages for the financial institutions to bid on the sewer revenue bond.  The bond issue will not exceed $2,000,000 and the term is for 20 years.  This money will be deposited in a special checking account.  The ordinance will need to be voted on at next month’s council meeting.

Gas Manager Update

Eddie Case explained we had a candidate for Gas Manager and interviewed him.  The company he works for sweetened the pot and has offered to pay his insurance for life. He will be staying where he is.  I’ve talked with Heath and Associates and they have a resume from a gentleman that they recommend.
NEW BUSINESS

Rezoning – Roger Case

Roger Case explained that we need a first reading on this.  This is the adjoining property to the Church of God property that we previously approved for rezoning (Tony’s Pizza).  We are changing the property from R-16 to C-1 N commercial.  This is the residential house to the right of where Tony’s Pizza is going.  The property owner requested the change to conform with Tony’s Pizza.  There was no opposition at the rezoning hearing.
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the rezoning on first reading.  All aye.

Lawn Maintenance Bid
Eddie Case explained this is lawn maintenance of our entrance signs.  We failed to bid this out to the public.  We are going to do that, but we need to move forward. We have a bid of $400 a month - $4,800 a year.  We would like to propose that you approve up to $4,800 a year based on the bid process.  There are six entrance signs – Fairview Street, Quail Run, North Main, Gulliver, South Main and McCarter Road.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve up to $4,800 a month for lawn maintenance for the entrance signs.  All aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Laurens County Contract

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates for council to meet in executive session.  All aye.
Laurens County representatives and Eddie Case were asked to remain in council chambers

Time:  6:45 PM

Back in session:  8:00

Mayor Long explained Laurens County presented to council an opportunity to join them in some work in our county. We made no decisions and no votes were taken.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Berry Woods to adjourn the meeting.
Time 8:01 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk/Treasurer
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