August 17, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes


City of Fountain Inn

City Council Meeting Minutes
August 17, 2006 - 6:00 p.m.

All Council members were present except Leonard Henderson.  Mayor Long is absent due to a death in the family.  Mayor Pro Tem, Louie Chambers presided over the meeting.

Staff present:  Gwen Britt, Phillip Brown, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Debbie Kvist, Keith Morton, Ronnie Myers, Dale Watson and Sandra Woods 

Visitors:  25

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Pro Tem, Louie Chambers called the meeting to order.
2. INVOCATION: Councilman, Charlie Thackston gave prayer.

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. RECOGNITION OF FOUNTAIN INN GIRLS-STATE CHAMPIONS


Fountain Inn 7/8 year old girls were recognized for their state championship win.  
Coach Ronnie Reid praised all of the girl’s accomplishments.  Each girl and coach 
were presented with a certificate from the Mayor and a personalized mug with 
their name painted on 
it stuffed full of candy.  The following coaches and girls 
were recognized: Coach Ronnie Reid, Coach Phillip Brown, Coach Tommy 
Moore, Coach Joey Watts, Chloe Moore, Allie Poterala, Kiana Machado, Lauren 
Mickle, Madison Holcombe, Maya McDaniel, Savannah Riddle, Maddie Watts, 
Maria Gencarelli, Ravynn Writesel, Courtney Tucker and Natalie Garcia.  


Roger Case recognized James McCall, employee of the quarter, for Public Works.
5. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Council reports were read.  Reports are on file with clerk.


Administrator Report:
CVS:  Construction has started.  They hope to complete by Christmas.

Residential subdivisions: 2 tracts of land with letter of intent. 1tract inside city

approx. 40 acres and the other outside city  would annex approx. 48 acres.  Meeting with two other developers concerning approx. 41 acres at another location inside city.  

Met with developer who is working on a grocery store location inside city and he also has a verbal commitment for a multi-product retailer (approx. 18,000 sq. ft.) to locate inside city. 

Met with Kiwanis club committee to discuss location of kids playground.  Everyone feels the Woodside Park location is best.  Contact has been made with adjoining property owner for additional space to locate playground.  Should have final answer in a few weeks.

Met in Columbia with SCDOT Executive Director Elizabeth Mabry, SCDOT staff, Mayor, Chief Morton, Roger Case , Senator David Thomas, Senator Danny Verdin, Rep. Adam Taylor, and Rep. Garry Smith to discuss I385-Fairview St. interchange upgrade.  We are now back on the radar screen. Funding will be the final issue.

Main & Jones St. city lot survey completed – sign & bid packages should 

be completed by Sept. council meeting.  I would like to have central business guideline in place before auction. Projected auction date mid to late Nov.

Warehouse demolition on S. Main St. completed.  

Lakeview Terrace subdivision annexation next Tuesday night at civic center. 

Met with Insurance Reserve fund to update our fire insurance on structures and contents.  

Met with Mayor, Chief Watson and Laurens County Council to obtain Laurens County fire contract renewal at requested figure. 

Additional contacts have been made on Gas Manager. Interview with one prospect and received resume on another. 

Economic Development staff member – working on job description – should

start to advertise by mid September. 

New program staff member from Experience Works starts Monday Aug. 21st  in administrative office to do filing and answer telephone.  This employee is not paid by city and will work approx. 20 hours per week.  Drug test and background test will be done.  If program works it is possible to get additional  employees for other departments.  

Vehicle/Equipment Repair and Replacement program, develop city PO policy,

Financial policies, Investment policies, and Employee budget incentive program –

see council packet for first draft.   

Two meetings with Museum committee – they have a proposed architect rendering to be completed soon.    

Attended Municipal Association Annual Meeting with Mayor, Louie & Wanza.  

National Night Out on Main St. – Tuesday August 1st.  Outstanding participation from citizens, city staff and council. 

Thursday Nov. 9th is the Chamber/City James Gregory event at civic center. Mark your calendar to attend. 

City staff Christmas Party planned for Wed. Dec. 6th at the activities center.  This will follow Christmas parade. Council and family invited.  

Exit interview with one policewoman and fireman completed.     

Senior staff meetings held the 1st & 3rd  Thursday of each month at 10 AM. – Council members welcome.     

    6.   CONSENT AGENDA:*

A. Approval of the 7/13/06 Council Meeting minutes

B.  Approval of the July 2006 Financial Statement

C.
Requisition Approval
	Gas Department
	

	Southeastern Testing
	

	Calibrating and inspecting meters
	$3,000.00

	(budgeted item)
	

	
	

	Police Department
	

	Diversified Electronics
	$8,000.00

	1 MTR 2000 Motorola Repeater
	

	(non-budgeted emergency request)
	


It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the items listed on the consent agenda.  All aye.
7.   OLD BUSINESS
            A.  Rezoning – Second Reading -1103 South Main Street –Planning 



Commission recommends changing zoning on two lots from R-16 to C-2, 


Commercial District. 


It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to accept the 


1103 South Main Street rezoning on second reading.  All aye.

B. Text Amendment- Second Reading - FI-2006-014- Article 5 District Regulations Section 5.1a  Landscaping Buffer Yards and Detention Ponds.  Recommendation coming from Fountain Inn Planning Commission


It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Berry Woods to accept the text 
amendment on second reading.  All aye.

C. Fireworks Committee Update


Councilman Chambers explained there is no report at this time.

D. Striping/Painting – Roger Case


Roger Case explained he has received bids for the striping of the parking 
lots at City Hall, Fire Department, Police Department, Main Street Parking 
Plaza and the Main Street parking spaces in our central business area.  We 
have received a low bid of $2,949.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to accept the 
bid of $2,949.  All aye.


Roger Case explained he has received bids for painting the exterior of City 
Hall, Police Department and Fire Department.   The low bid is $12,695. 
 
This includes all prep work and will be painted the same color.


It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to accept the 
bid of $12,695 to paint the buildings.  All aye.


Berry Woods asked if this was a budgeted item.


Eddie Case affirmed this was added to the budget amendment a couple of 
months ago.


      E:   Policy Manual


Eddie Case commented that this will come before Council next month.

8.  NEW BUSINESS


Mayor Pro Tem, Louie Chambers commented that Reverend Lomax 
requested  to be on the agenda earlier today.  Andy Goodson 
explained that Council can vote to suspend the rules and allow 
Reverend Lomax to speak.  He said that it should not be in violation of 
The Freedom of Information Act since the topic isn’t subject to a vote 

by Council anyway.



It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to suspend the 


rules and allow Reverend Lomax to speak  All aye.



Reverend Lomax:  Thank you for the opportunity to speak.  I just wanted 


to come and…I understand also from information at the past meeting that 


you can’t change the outcome of our…



Councilman Chambers commented that we don’t have authority to 



overrule the Zoning board of Appeals.  It would have to go to court.



Reverend Lomax:  I’ve been informed of that.  I’m not here necessarily to 


get you  to overturn it.  I’m Doctor Steven Lomax.  I’m the Pastor of New 


Life in Christ a missionary church that bought the old Church of god 


property on Fairview. 
When we bought the property we were anticipating 


selling a portion of it to one of  our members who in turn would give us 


the money for us to use for various ministries throughout our church 


and  throughout the community.  We were not privileged to get the 



variance to sell that piece of property.  I didn’t come here to rehash 


that.  The  Church came to Fountain Inn hoping and praying that we would 

be an asset to the community.  I just came off the state parole board 


and know a little about juvenile delinquency, gangs, etc.  We came to 


work with the 
city.  I will express my disappointment of their ruling not to 

give us an opportunity to sell that property and do what we came to do.  


But, in spite of that, I want to say to all who is present that new life in 


Christ Missionary Baptist Church and Steven S. Lomax are here to carry 


out our mission to come and help the City of Fountain Inn in any way that 


we can.  I’m on the State Medical Committee, appointed by the 



Governor, to oversee the activity of the doctors.  There is some stuff in the 

air and I wanted to clarify that we have no intentions as a church to go 


the other venue…to take on the city.  That is not our goal and mission.  


We came here to work with the City.  I will say I was disappointed 



that we didn’t receive a better reception.  But, I do want you to 



know the people have called me about different things, saying we 



want to sue the city.  I want to be clear we are not going to take that 


avenue.  We love Fountain Inn.  We love you and all of our people here 


and  in spite of that we are here to be of whatever assistance we can be.  


Thank you for 
the opportunity and look forward to working with you.

     A.   Neighborhood Commercial District-Text Amendment- First Reading



Roger Case commented text amendment changes are in Councils 



notebooks.  Andy Goodson has approved it.  The planning commission 


has recommended that we make the text amendments.



It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the 


text amendment on first reading.  All aye.

B. Police Budget – overtime adjustment



Keith Morton explained that we found ourselves in a situation recently.  


We had an officer out due to an illness and another injured in an accident 


that was not work related.  At the same time, we had a couple of people at 


the academy that were filling vacancies, but were not able to work until 


they were certified.  We had an officer serving a tour in Afghanistan.  We 


found ourselves extremely short of manpower and had to have people 


covering shifts and over extended ourselves in our overtime line item.  I 


submitted a request to Eddie.  Since that time we have initiated a reserve 


program, which helps.  



It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to accept the 


budget amendment request to increase the police overtime line item by 


$10,000.  All aye.



C.  Accommodations Tax Ordinance – First Reading



Councilman Chambers explained we do not have any hotels in Fountain 


Inn, but when we do we will already have the Accommodations Tax 


Ordinance approved. 


It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Charlie Thackston to accept 


the Accommodation Tax Ordinance on first reading.  All aye.

D.  Roger Case – Letters concerning garbage cans



Roger Case explained this is for information only.  We are attaching a 


letter to the garbage cans letting residents know that if their garbage can is 


damaged it is their responsibility to replace it.  The letters will go out next 


month.

E.  Capital Purchase Resolution – Police Department



Eddie Case explained he has reviewed the automobile situation city 


wide. I’m totally convinced that there are two departments that have to 


have safe vehicles and that is police and fire.  The police department needs 

two vehicles.  I’ve looked at all avenues how to pay for it.  




I’ve talked with T. Cawley.  We’ve looked at state leasing vs. master


lease. There is information in your packet.  It appears there will be about 


$15,000 saving in a four year period if we leased vehicles through the 


state vs. purchasing or putting on a master lease.  T. says if we purchase 


we need to purchase with a capital resolution.  This allows us to be 


reimbursed for the vehicle next time we have a master lease.  We would 


purchase out of fund balance and put the money back in fund balance 


when we get the master lease.  If we went to a state lease situation we 


would not need the resolution.  We have all looked at the options and have 

many opinions. If we lease one, there is a potential things could go up, for 


example, a fuel surcharge, etc.  We can get out of the lease in six months 


or a year if we want to.  After looking at all this…we have not had any 


capital 
expenditures this year except for purchasing one police 



car that was paid for by an insurance claim from a fire damaged car and 


left over money from a master lease.  My recommendation is to buy two 


new police vehicles.  This is about a $50,000 expenditure.  
I recommend 


buying one from fund balance which 
would require the resolution and 


purchase the other on state lease.  Put them in service at the same time. 


Phillip Brown will track each vehicle and we will know for sure which is 


the better situation.


It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Berry Woods to accept the 


resolution before us that allows us to make purchases from fund balance 


that later will be put back from the master lease.  All aye.



It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by   to purchase two police cars 


with the nature of the purchase to be determined by staff in consultation 


with our financial advisor.  Whether it  is purchased from fund balance, 


master lease or state lease.  All aye.
F.  Financial Policies – review only



Eddie Case explained this is a draft copy of financial policies that T 


Cawley has presented to us.  There are a lot of variables.  We are going to 


have a workshop with her on that.  Please review and understand what we 


are trying to work toward with our financial policy.  
G.  Naming of I-385 and Hwy 101 Interchange – Keith Morton


Keith Morton explained that in 1996 there was a car terrorizing the area 


and we suspected it was equipped with nitrous and he would engage 


police in car chases.  When our officer attempted to stop 




the car it attempted to
elude him.  My policy is that they do not turn 


around on the interstate.  It’s dangerous for everyone out there.  The next 


exit turn around was highway
101 and 385.  It was a combination of 


factors that lead to his accident and his death.  He was like one of my sons 


like all of my other officers.  I never go down that way that I don’t think 


about him and his young son that is now 15 years old.  I thought it 



appropriate that everyone who drives through there should know about it.  


When we were in Columbia, discussing the Fairview/385 Bridge, I 



approached the delegation about this.  Subsequent to their advice, I wrote 


a letter to Mayor and Council.  They think it is a doable thing.  The next 


step would be a letter coming from Mayor and Council to the Greenville 


Delegation officially asking them to name this intersection in Rick Pope’s 


honor.



It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Jay Thomason to send a 


letter/resolution to the Greenville Delegation.  All aye.

H.  Gas Department – Set off debt ordinance – First Reading

Andy Goodson explained that this is required by the Municipal 
Association every year to pass an ordinance authorizing them to collect set 
off debt from the gas department.  This is the program where the 
information from the gas department  is sent to SC Department of 
Revenue, if the person is getting a tax refund the gas department will 
collect it first.


It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Charlie Thackston to 



approve the ordinance.  All aye.

I.  Gas Department – Gas Application Form


Eddie Case explained this is for information only.
J.  Gas Department – Delinquent Fee

David Benfield passed out information concerning delinquent fees.

Right now we do not have delinquent fees for late payments.  The 
information I passed out shows other companies fees.  The Gas committee 
recommends $3.00 or 5% whichever is greatest for late payment and 
continue with the $60 reconnect fee.


It was moved by Berry Woods, seconded by Jay Thomason to accept the 
gas committees recommendation of charging $3.00 or 5% for late 
payments. All aye.
9.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 


Fire and Gas Department Personnel matter


It was moved by Jay Thomaosn,seconded by Wanza Bates for council to 


meet in executive session.  All aye.



Andy Goodson, Dale Watson, Eddie Case, Sandra Woods and Debbie 


Kvist were asked to remain in chambers



Time:  7:20 PM



Back in session:  7:35 PM



Councilman Louie Chambers explained that while in executive session no 


votes were taken.



It was moved by all council to adjourn the meeting.



Time:  7:36



Respectfully submitted,



Sandra H. Woods



City Clerk and Treasurer


    *Consent Agenda – All matters listed under Item 6, Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be a separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
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