June 8, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes


City of Fountain Inn

Council Meeting Minutes

June 8, 2006 – 6:00 PM

All council members were present except Charlie Thackston and Berry Woods, Jr.

Staff present:  David Benfield,Gwen Britt, Eddie Case, Roger Case and Sandra Woods

Visitors: 16

Welcome

Mayor Long welcomed everyone and stated that Berry Woods, Jr is on vacation.  He asked everyone to join him in a moment of silence.

Citizen Comment

Pastor Ronald Phillips, New Vision International Church – Sanctified Hill Park

Good Evening and thank you for the opportunity to share with you.  I’ve just moved down to the Sanctified Hill Church.  We have been down there working and noticed some things.  I have heard about things that have happened in the past, but I do know what’s happening down there now.  I have not seen a patrol car down there and the lighting is bad down there.  The last time you had a meeting here we asked for someone to put a bulb in the one light that is out there.  This is for security reasons.  We have noticed a car parked at the far end sometimes when we are leaving the church at night.  We don’t know why they are there or what they are doing, but we have children out there playing.  We are just asking for a light.  We want to do some landscaping and updating for ourselves and the community.  We are trying to revitalize not just the church, but the whole area.  There is a park, but there isn’t a picnic area, basketball nets, pavement or baseball field.  We have so many young people in our church we would like to start using the park for our church.  Someone is keeping the grass cut, which is good, but our main concern right now is the lighting and would like to see the police patrolling out there.  We want to be able to come to meetings like this to help our neighborhood and the church.  We are a young church, a vibrant church and a church on fire.  We want to bring life back to that park.  We are concerned about it.  We will be in touch with other important people in that area to see what their take is on the park to see if they would like to share in the revitalization of it.  We would like to see changes in the area.  We would like to see changes in the atmosphere through prayer, through meeting people so that we could also bring changes to the surrounding community.  That’s our goal and our vision while we are there.  That is all I have to say. Thank you for this moment to speak to you.

Mayor Long asked if Council had any comments. Your comments have been noted and we will certainly find out about the patrol situation and have someone be in touch with you.  

Approval of minutes and financial statements

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the May 11, 2006 minutes as printed.  All aye.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the May 2006 financial report as printed.  All aye.

Committee Reports

(Reports of file with clerk)
Jay Thomason, Public Works Department, read the report

Charlie  Thackston, Fire Department, absent

Wanza Bates, Police Department, commented we have not had that much activity this month at the Law Enforcement Center, but those activities we have had that had charges or crimes were either unfounded or cleared.

Leonard Henderson, Ways and Means, read the report

Berry Woods, Jr, Gas Department, absent

Louie Chambers, Judicial, read the report

Mayor Long, Recreation, read the report

Eddie Case, City Administrator report
· CVS:
Real estate closed, demolition to start soon

· A developer has presented letters of intent on two tracts for subdivisions

· Survey work completed on Main Street and Jones Street lot to be sold

· Letter obtained from railroad gives approval to remove old tin and block warehouse on South Main in front of Southgate Shopping Center

· Met with Lakeview Subdivision property owners concerning annexation

· Interview with prospective gas manager

· Meeting with Laurens County Council Committee on Detention Center charges

· Meeting with an industry inside city for possible expansion

· Fireworks stand on North Main has been removed

· Still working with Enmark on lot at Wall & Ellison Street

· Presented Master Plan to Golden Strip Network Connections in Simpsonville on May 23, 2006

· Had John Gardner with Greenville County Planning Commission present program to Rotary concerning GPATS (Greenville-Pickens Area Transportation Committee)—Mr. Dozier Brooks attended and will represent Ft. Inn on the study committee

· Meeting with County Administrator and committee members on road maintenance fee

· Attended Chamber-County meeting in Simpsonville with Louie Chambers, Wanza Bates, Leonard Henderson and Roger Case to discuss issues relating to county government and services in Golden Strip on May 26, 2006

· Attended meeting of Golden Strip Transportation Committee for update on May 26, 2006

· Meeting with Mayor, Roger Case and Attorney Andy Goodson concerning Ozzie Lane road issue on May 31, 2006

· Workshop on June 1, 2006 concerning Master Plan

· Working on M-Fuge in Ft. Inn June 13-16, 20-23 and 27-30

· Meeting with GPATs Committee on June 2, 2006.  Funding opportunties for road/bridge improvements

· Thanks to Debbie Kvist and Cathi Avery for setting up the United Way Employee lunch on May 25, 2006

· Meeting with SCDOT, Dan Powell and Roger Case in Columbia concerning Harrison Bridge Road annexation on DOT property.  Contacts made to get Fairview St. & I-385 improvements moved up on list

· Exit interview with John Rumfelt.  Meeting concerning contract with Judge Wiles

· Meeting with Phillip Brown and Ronnie Reid with Kiwanis Club concerning children’s playground area at Woodside Park, $200,000-$300,000 project—need to be part of Master Plan.)

· Rodger Terry, Roger Case, Cathi Avery and I met concerning possible recreation expansion for inside volleyball, basketball, handball, baseball, skateboarding, etc. and outside fields
Requisition Approval

	Gas Department
	

	Heath and Associates
	

	Public Awareness Plan Procedures Manual -Deadline 6/20/06
	$2,700.00

	
	

	City
	 

	GENCO Pools
	$10,000.00

	Repair leak and paint pool
	 

	(included in budget amendment)
	 

	
	

	Fire
	

	Nafeco
	$35,961.00

	20 Turn out's
	 

	(fire grant money has been received))
	 

	Tht
	

	Sewer
	

	Jet machine (sewer machine)
	$25,000.00

	budgeted in sewer bond
	 


Mayor Long stated  that the Genco Pool Requisition is not to be approved for Genco to do the work.  We are going out for bid, but would like to approve up to $10,000 for that expense.

Eddie Case agreed.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the requisitions as presented.  All aye.

OLD BUSINESS

1st Reading Tattoo Ordinance
 Mayor Long commented that tattooing means to undoubtedly mark or color the skin by a subcutaneous introduction of non toxic dies or pigments.
The City Planning Commission and staff have reviewed the effects of the proposed changes and have advised Mayor and Council that the changes are in the best interest of the city.  The Mayor and Council have reviewed the changes of the zoning ordinances and feel it is in the best interest of the city to adopt the changes.  This has come to us from the Planning Commission to pass the text amendment article 5 section 5 7.2 and put tattoo parlors in the S-1 (service district).    


It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the Tattoo Ordinance on first reading.  Roll call vote:  All aye.
2nd Reading Flood Damage Ordinance
Mayor Long explained we had first reading on this last month.  This is just changing the language.  This has come to us from the Planning Commission.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the changes to the Flood Damage Ordinance on second reading.  All aye.

2nd Reading Sewer Bond Ordinance
Mayor Long explained we went through this thoroughly last month.  There are two ordinances. He asked for a motion.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the Sewer Bond Ordinance on second reading.  All aye.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Wanza  Bates to approve the Supplemental Sewer Bond Ordinance on second reading.  All aye.

2nd Reading Leake Property annexation and rezoning – North Main and Putman

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Louie Chambers to annex and rezone the Leake property.  The zoning is changing from Residential to C-2.  All aye.
2nd Reading Willis Property Rezoning – 703 Fairview Street
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the rezoning change at 703 Fairview Street from Residential to C-2.  All aye.


Blue Star Memorial 

Roger Case explained the Planning Commission has recommended placing the monument in front of the library in the front of the building on the right hand side.  We would need to seek approval from the Greenville County Library System.

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Louie Chambers to place the Blue Star Memorial in front of the library, subject to Greenville County Library approval.  All aye.
2006 Budget Amendment

Eddie Case explained for clarification: I did not deal with any long or short on line items.  I dealt with amendments that have taken place since January 1, the money on hand and what has come in since then.  Below are the changes:
REVENUE

· A new line item was added FEMA – Ice Storm Grant $124,667.00

· Chamber Rent was adjusted to reflect only the January payment of $625.00 due to the new lease agreement with the chamber.

· A new line item was added L.C. PARD Grant $7,500

· Misc Rental – Civic Center was adjusted to $56,000 due to the new lease agreement with the Fountain Inn Christian School.

· The Learning Academy line items were adjusted to reflect what was received before the academy closed.

EXPENDITURES

· A new line item Expenditures paid from 2005 reserves $28,000.00.  This line item includes $8,000 from the 2005 Complex Maintenance line item that was not spent last year.  We added $20,000 from last year’s reserves.  This line item consists of the following expenditures:


     Finishing up interior decorating 


$  3,500


     Painting City Hall, Police and Fire exterior
$10,000


     Striping parking lots/painting bumper guards
$  1,500


     Planting around Fountain in front of City Hall     $   1,000


     Pool repair





$10,000


     Repair interior lighting – City Hall

$  2,000








$28,000

· A new line item FEMA – Ice Storm $29,808.53

· A new line item Workers Comp Audit $10,306.00

· A new line item Lawn Maintenance/Entrances $4,800.00

· Adjusted Administration Salaries, Insurance, SS, Retirement and workers comp due to salary adjustments for administrator, secretary and part-time help.

· Adjusted Computer Expense $2,468.00 to include Fixed Asset software recommended by our auditors.  Also included $4,000 for Accounts Receivable software to bill and receipt garbage container billing and other billings.

· Adjusted Mayor/Council Salaries, SS and Retirement. Did not calculate SS and Retirement on insurance reimbursement in previous budget.

· Adjusted Police Building Maintenance to cover overage.

· Adjusted Public Works Salaries, SS and Retirement due to a salary increase.

· Added a new line item  LC PARD $1,500.  This is the city’s 20% match.

· Adjusted The Learning Academy  expenditures to reflect what was spent before the academy closed.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Louie Chambers to accept the budget changes as presented.  All aye.
Master Plan
Eddie Case explained we had a workshop last Monday night.  We have identified the revenue sources at this point and time.  The revenue is listed there for you to decide to use any or all of them.  The expenditures that we need to move forward with as soon as possible are listed.  It doesn’t mean we will go out and do these things tomorrow, but this puts in place a plan of action.  You have already adopted the master plan in concept.  This is the next step.
	Revenue
	
	Proposed Budget
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Master Lease #3
	
	$25,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	GO Bond
	
	$25,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Hospitality Fund as of 6/5/06
	
	$101,183.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	UDAG Funds
	
	$45,480.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Revenue
	
	
	
	$196,663.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	North and South Main Street
	
	$55,000.00
	
	

	entry ways
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Fairview, Knight, McCarter 
	
	$52,800.00
	
	

	Road minor entry ways
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Downtown signage program
	
	$11,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Marketing/publicity campaign
	
	$10,000.00
	
	

	to kick off Master Plan
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Matching pool fund for 
	
	$25,000.00
	
	

	downtown bldg improvements
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Economic Development Staff
	
	$30,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	City/Woodside Park Improvements
	$121,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	 
	
	$304,800.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Money Needed
	
	
	
	$108,137.00


We do have a proposal from the Kiwanis club to do a playground like Kids Planet in Greer.  This is a $200,000-300,000 project.  This is a very ambitious project that Jay, Ronnie Ried, Phillip Brown and the Kiwanis Club have proposed.  They feel like Woodside Park would be ideal for that.  We feel like we could earmark monies towards that as seed money.  They will go out after corporate and private funding also.

Our city reserves and the gas reserves are healthy.  The Mayor, Dan, Roger and I have been working with House members, Senators, DOT, C-fund Committee, GPAT Committee to see if we can find grants to fund these projects.  We need to move forward as quickly as possible for the benefit of the merchants and people of Fountain Inn.  We recommend you find a solution to the $108,000 short fall.  That money can come out of the City or Gas Department reserves. 

Mayor Long commented we have been working on the Main Street Project, but do not have the money for that right now.  That’s why we are talking to the dignitaries that have some power to fund money toward that.  We have applied for grants and have a portion on what we applied for on one.  

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to use $108,000 in reserves to jump start the master plan project along with the designated funds in the proposed master plan budget.  All Aye.

NEW BUSINESS

Vested Rights Act

Dan Powell explained the Vested Right of the property owner or someone in development or building industry when they submit plans, preliminiary or final development.  Basically, that set of plans is a statement of intent.  In the past there hasn’t been much on the books if an ordinance changes and something sits idle for a while.  You could end up with a subdivision that stops and then five years later they want to come back and finish…there were a variety of changes in the ordinance to make the city look better.   We would have to work with the developer, but at the same time give the city a safeguard.  This was actually initiated by the general assembly. They passed the act in 2005.  It is a mandate by the local governments to pass their own ordinances.  We took the recommendation of the association of counties.  This is in conjunction with the municipal association to do a two year vested right period.  Within the two years they have an opportunity to apply for an annual extension that could go up to five extensions.  The gist is that they have two years.  By the end of the two years that can ask for an annual extension of one year.

This has been approved by the Planning Commission
It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the Vested Rights Act on First Reading.  All aye.

2nd Trash Container Service
Roger Case explained Council already approved the charge of the second trash container.  The discussion was how to collect it.  We are recommending purchasing the software to bill for it.

Eddie Case commented that was approved in the amended budget.

Roger explained that we have purchased decals for the second container.  If a resident wishes to have the second container picked up they will purchase a decal from my office.  If the trash can doesn’t have the decal Waste Management will not pick up the can.

Jay Thomason asked if the resident is charged if they don’t put the container out every week. 
Roger Case affirmed that they would be charged monthly regardless if they put the can out every week.  Door hangers have been put out and PR has been done.  This will begin July 1st.

Eddie Case commented the software we are purchasing for the billing of the cans will be used for any billing that we need to do, such as hospitality tax.  This will make life so much easier.  This has a revenue stream tied to this also.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the purchase of the software.  All aye.

Proposed Sale of lot at S. Main and Putman
Eddie Case explained this is a lot that was purchased in 1999.  This has road right of way on three sides of it.  Set backs are possible, but difficult.  The adjacent property owner has approached us about buying it.   I don’t think we can sell it to one individual without competitive bidding under procurement.  My proposal is that we offer it at the same time we do the other lot at Jones and S. Main Street.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson that we include this in the auction sale with the property at S. Main and Jones Street.

Discussion:

Wanza  Bates confirmed where the property was located.  This property is designated for the Sanctified Hill entrance sign.  This is what we talked about at the Sanctified Hill community meeting.

Eddie Case commented he was unaware of that.

Wanza Bates commented that at the Sanctified Hill meeting set for June 24th they will be looking at that for an entrance location.  We also had a donor to give $500 toward constructing the sign.  I suggest tabling this until the community has a chance to know about it.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to table this motion until next Council meeting.   All aye.
Supplemental Insurance
Eddie Case explained Council has in their packet a copy of the minutes 12/23/98. Item number 9 deals with supplemental insurance recommendation that the city maintain only one supplemental insurance.  It was recommended that AFLAC be the sole insurance carrier.  I’m not sure I understand exactly what happened back then, but evidently we had a number of carriers and it was cumbersome from an accounting stand point if it was payroll deducted. We have an insurance broker who has proposed to sell supplemental insurance.   We didn’t feel like we could allow this individual sell supplemental insurance based on this information of record. The employee insurance committee is aware of this.  It is my recommendation to allow brokers, insurance co, etc to provide supplemental to the city, but stay with one broker.  Let the insurance committee select that and bring that recommendation back to council.

Mayor Long asked Sandra Woods how many people have the supplemental insurance.

Sandra Woods responded about 20 employees.

Mayor Long commentd that he is concerned that we shop every year for health insurance, but we don’t shop around for the supplemental insurance. I know we can get it cheaper.  We aren’t paying for it - the employees are paying for it.  They can get the same coverage for half.  I’m concerned we are not doing for them what we are doing for the regular insurance.  I would concur that we shop around to see if we can get anything better. 

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson that we refer this to the insurance committee and let them bring back to us at a later date.  All aye.

Executive Session

Per Eddie Case there were no executive session matters tonight.

Adjourn

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Louie Chambers to adjourn the meeting.

Time:  7:20 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer
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