Fountain Inn Council Meeting – March 9, 2006


City of Fountain Inn
Council Meeting

March 9, 2006

 6:00 PM

All council members were present.

Staff present:  David Benfield, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Andy Goodson, Debbie Kvist, Keith Morton, Dan Powell, Rodger Terry, Dale Watson, Sandra Woods
Visitors:  25

Welcome

Mayor Long called the meeting to order.  He asked everyone to join him in a moment of silence.

Boy Scout Troop 48, sponsored by the Fountain Inn Rotary Club, opened the meeting and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Will Beardon explained what it takes to be a first class scout. Nicholas Meeks explained the “Star”. Joshua Berry explained the “Life” The following boys scouts attended the meeting - Joshua Berry, Charles Kelly, Will Bearden, Dillon McCoy, Johnny Rendon, Kyle Stevens and Nicholas Meeks.
Mayor Long explained they are attending the meeting tonight to receive their citizenship and community badge.  Jay Thomason spoke to the scouts the other night for us.

Greenville County Disabilities and Special Needs Board

Harry Workman, Director of Development and Special Needs Board, and Board Member, Drew Gatlin thanked Fountain Inn for all of the city’s support.  Mr. Workman said Fountain Inn has been one of the rare jewels, Mayor Long and Wendy Willis raised money to build a fully accessible picnic shelter on the side of our Piedmont Skills work shop.  There is a wheel chair accessible table with a label that says “From the generosity of the City of Fountain Inn”.  In our thanks and gratitude we would like to host a dinner June 25th  at the picnic shelter for all the city workers.  We are neighbors for long term.   Fountain Inn hosted a basketball game during tournaments with the Palmetto Spinners, a team confined to wheel chairs.  This helped us to start raising awareness.  He presented water bottles to PD, Mayor Long and Eddie Case. Mr. Workman nominated Fountain Inn for a state wide award.  He hopes Fountain Inn will receive the award.  

Sunshine Week Observance – Freedom of Information Act

Andy Goodson explained that Sunshine Week Observance is an observance of Freedom of Information.  The act deals with meetings of public bodies. Agendas must be posted 24 hours in advance to avoid surprises to citizens.  The public body must adhere to the agenda.  Only certain items can be discussed in executive session.  The idea is that executive session should be limited in scope and time.  No votes can be taken during executive session.  The topics must be announced ahead of time.  There are records that are subject to release.  We can’t charge for the information.  We have 15 days to respond to requests.  Penalties can be thousands of dollars. 

Judy Tiller Award

Rodger Terry introduced Najawhan Sweeney.  He was the recipient of the Judy Tiller Hustle Award.  This award is given to a child that exhibits the kind of heart that Judy 

Tiller had. He plays 11/12 basketball. This is the twelfth year that we have given this award.  Judy Tiller was tragically killed in an automobile accident.  We started this award in her memory.
Approval of Minutes and Financial Report

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the February minutes as printed.  All aye.

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Charlie Thackston, to approve the February financial reports.

Committee Reports

Jay Thomason, Ward 1, Public Works

Charlie Thackston, Ward 2, Fire Department

Wanza Bates, Ward 3, Law Enforcement

Leonard Henderson, Ward 4, Ways and Means

Berry Woods, Jr, Ward 5, Gas Department

Louie Chambers, Ward 6, Judicial

Mayor Long, Recreation

(reports on file with clerk)

Administrator Report

· Thank you to Sandra and Chris for helping get the video working for us tonight.  Chris took the cd home at lunch today and copied it to a cassette and brought it back. This is the perfect example of what I’ve experienced in the last 30 days - the team work that is going on in the city.
· Policy and Procedure manual has been introduced to the employees.  We’ve had two senior staff meeting.  We meet the first and third Thursday of each month. Council is welcome to come.
· Chamber banquet was a success.  Thank you to Council and city staff members that attended.  
· Councilman Thomason has already alluded to the FEMA report.  This came up at the spur of the moment with Lori at Public Works.  She had to put things aside and call on extra people:  Sandra Woods, Janice Davidson, Cathi Avery, and Dan Keithly did an excellent job. This will help us recoup some of the money spent on the ice storm clean up.  We are hoping to get 80% plus back.
· The city website is not up to date.  We are working on improving the site.
· Economic Development: Wachovia bank is closing the Fountain Inn branch.  I’ve been in contact with the President of Wachovia Bank South Carolina and have talked with him.  They are considering their options, but still are planning to close the middle of May.  Our goal is to get someone to occupy the building as soon as possible.
· The Mayor asked department heads to furnish him 2005 goals. They were to respond on how the department has met the goals.  Those have been turned in.  There will be a message from the Mayor in the Tribune Times in the near future.
· Museum Board has been working hard.  We have secured a piece of property for the museum.  They are working with architects now.
· The MASC meeting we attended in Columbia was a very good meeting.  We had an opportunity to have a reception for the house and senate members.  We had an opportunity to have dinner with Senator Verdin, Senator Thomas, Rep Taylor, Hunter Howard, Rep Mike Pitts, and Rep Jeff Duncan. We talked about the master plan and grants, etc. to implement the plan.
· Keith as met with the Highway Department due to Harrison Bridge Road closing.  We will be there to direct traffic.
· Met with Chamber of Commerce concerning a downtown festival on March 25.  
· Jerry Cobb, Chair of Fountain Inn Planning Commission has made available an annual report online at the Greenville County Planning Commission website.
· Sandra and I had an opportunity to attend a workshop at COG put on by MASC concerning budgeting.  Very good meeting.
· Ribbon cutting at Artistic Gardens, 102 depot Street. Thanks to all who attended.
· CVS is becoming more of a reality every day.  They anticipate closing on the property very soon.
· We have an annexation coming up on March 28th.  Fairview Street adjacent to piece of property previously done.  Looking at additional annexation in the Harrison Bridge Road area.
· We have another business in Southchase looking to move in the old Vermont American building.
· Maillis Strapping will be expanding their facility.
· Next month we will bring information on the sewer bond.
· We have an application for a $20,000 PARD grant for Laurens County
· Keith is working on a safety grant.
· We are also working on a summer work program grant for youth.
Requisition Approval

	Requisition Approval 3/9/06 Council Meeting
	

	
	

	Gas Department
	

	Ingram and Associates
	

	Leak Survey
	$5,000.00

	
	

	Southeastern Testing
	

	Calibrating Meters
	$3,000.00

	
	

	Recreation
	

	Sadler Insurance Company
	$4,500.00

	Accident Insurance for baseball season
	

	 
	

	 Dillard Sporting Goods
	

	Baseball jerseys, hats and equipment
	$5,000.00


It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the requisitions listed above.  All aye.
Old Business

Master Plan Update

Eddie Case reported that the proposed final master plan has been received.  Council will have a copy by lunch time tomorrow.  It is imperative that Council study this.  We will have a workshop March 20th at 5:00 pm.  Eric Bosman with Urban Collage will be here.
The master plan will be on the Greenville Planning Commission website.
Picketing Ordinance, second reading

Mayor Long read the ordinance.  

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Charlie Thackston to approve the picketing ordinance on second reading.
Roll call: Jay Thomason, aye, Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, Jr, aye; Louie Chambers, aye; Mayor Long, aye

The motion carried.

New Business

Annexation/Zoning – Roger Case

Dan Powell presented the requests:
1)  The objective is to get the gateway entrance, which includes the welcome sign, included in the city limits. This would also incorporate a 32 acre parcel that the developer requested to come in as well. The zoning will be I-1 with the exception of the 32 acre parcel.  The developer requested C-2 and R-M multi family.   The motion comes from the Planning Commission to approve the annexation
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Louie Chambers to accept the motion to accept the annexation of North Main Street (Hwy 14). All aye.

2)  Tony’s Pizza is relocating to a building at 302 Fairview Street, Fountain Inn Church of God fellowship hall.  Staff recommends approval of the rezoning.  If the building is demolished they will have to come back in with a site plan to blend in with the current residential.
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Jay Thomason to rezone 302 Fairview Street from R-16 to C-1N.  All aye.

3)  Dan Powell researched and found that some of the highway on Milacron Drive Hwy 418 is not included in the city.  This is more of a formality.  We have run this through the planning commission for approval.  Roger Case mentioned Nelson Drive may want to be included in that annexation of right of way I-385 and 418 (exit 23) 

It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the planning commission recommendations.  All aye.

4)  The request is to subdivide two lots into three.  This would add another house on Andrews lane.  The planning commission denied the request.  The zoning would remain R-16 as is.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, Seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the planning commission recommendation to deny the request.  All aye.

Boy Scout Troop 48 closed the meeting.  Mayor Long thanked them for coming.

Executive Session
Fountain Inn Christian School Contract, Proposed Sale of City Surplus Real Estate, 
Gas Manager Discussion

Eddie Case, Debbie Kvist, David Benfield, Andy Goodson and Roger Case were asked to remain for the executive session.
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded Leonard Henderson to meet in executive session.
Time: 7:18 PM
Back in session: 8:15 PM
Fountain Inn Christian School

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to extend the Fountain Inn Christian School contract for 12 months at $24,000 per year with the option to renew next year.  All aye.
Political Campaign Signs

Berry Woods called to our attention that we have an ordinance that political signs cannot go up 40 days prior to an election.  We already have signs going up for the June 15 and November primary.  We have talked to the election commission.  We will take signs down.  You will get phone calls, but the ordinance is on the books.

Adjourn  8:20 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Woods

City Clerk/Treasurer
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