October 12, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes


City of Fountain Inn

Council Meeting Minutes
October 12, 2006 - 6:00 p.m.


All council members were present except Louie Chambers.


Staff present:  Sandra Woods, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Dale Watson, Debbie Kvist, Gwen Britt, Russell Alexander, Michael Hamilton, James Steele

Visitors:  20

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long called the meeting to order and welcomed all of the guests.
2. INVOCATION: Leonard Henderson gave prayer.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER
The following employees were awarded “Employee of the Quarter”.  Each employee received a $25 gift certificate to a local restaurant.

Public Works, Butch Collins; Fire Department, Russell Alexander; Police Department, James Steele; Administration, Gwen Britt; Gas, Ryan Nodine; Recreation volunteer, Emanuel Sullivan and Recreation employee Cathi Avery.  

5. CITIZEN COMMENT
Sharon Sears:  I’m going to read a letter that is being passed out to city council.  After I read it we would like the signatures of all the council.  October 12, 2006 – To: Fountain Inn City Council Members, We the residents of Lakeview Terrace who have chosen not to be annexed into Fountain Inn as commercial property have been promised that we may remain in Greenville County as residential property owners for as long as we choose.  The Fountain Inn Planning Commission and City Council chose to use the 100% petition to annex Lakeview Terrace properties.  Your interpretation of the 100% petition states that any owner who owns 100% of their own property may decide own their own if they want to be annexed into Fountain Inn as C-2.  Although we disagree that this is not what the actual law says…that is how the City of Fountain Inn, a real estate speculator and Clyde Reality have been able to divide our small sub-division into scattered areas of commercial and residential lots.  We, the residents of Lakeview Terrace subdivision, who chose to remain in Greenville County as residential want your promise in writing that you will never use the enclave or so called “do-nut hole” legislations, condemnation or imminent domain to forcibly annex properties for your profit.   The City of Fountain Inn, Doug Keel and Clyde Reality will not profit at our expense.  Please be advised that if the oral promise given to us does not resolve any written guarantee of our autonomy, we will upon forced annexation obtain legal representation and we would like for this to be signed tonight.  We have asked for it in writing, you have promised it to us and tonight we want your signatures.

Renate Grenier:  Hello Again…I’m actually going to read this tonight.  Those of us who have opposed the annexation and rezoning of our neighborhood hereby respectfully refuse to quietly cease and desist.  At the last meeting it was mentioned it would be helpful and nice if we surrendered to the powers that be.  It would make it easier on Fountain Inn, Simpsonville, the county and the realtor.  I’m surprised God wasn’t thrown into the equation.  In fact everyone would be so appreciative if we just rolled and played ball.  Everyone in fact, except those of us who believe that life, liberty and happiness are not static words written for the money, but for everyone who values family over money and a green yard over concrete.  We choose to be masters of our fate.  We will choose the time and we will choose our representative and it will not be someone who wishes for us to be his cash cow.  There will be no contracts, there will be no contracts for 10% or 18 months.  We choose not to arbitrarily be sacrificed by forces beyond our control.  On three separate occasions Mayor Long has been present when we have been promised autonomy when Fountain Inn so desired.  Since our neighborhood will be cannibalized for profit we ask that the oral pledge made to us be given in writing.  If the city council refuses, it will be interpreted that all previous pledges were lies and that measures will be taken to force us into submission.  The council opens each session with a prayer. Do you pretend that God isn’t present when you lie?  Lies of missions are still lies.  Or do you walk the walk.  What I’m asking is…Do you call upon God to bless deception or do you stand by your promises and let us be as we are. 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Jay Thomason, Public Works; Charlie Thackston, Fire; Wanza Bates, Police; Leonard Henderson, Ways and Means; Berry Woods, Gas; Mayor Long, Recreation. Reports were read and are on file with the Clerk.

     7.   CONSENT AGENDA:*

A. Approval of the 9/14/06 Council Meeting minutes

B.  Approval of the September 2006 Financial Statement

C.
Requisition Approval

	Requisition Approval 10/12/06 Council Meeting
	

	
	

	Gas Department
	

	Southeastern Testing
	

	Calibrating and inspecting meters
	$3,000.00

	(budgeted item)
	

	
	

	Civic Center
	

	TJC Painting Contractors
	$12,474.00

	Painting Auditorium
	

	(This will be paid from GO Bond)
	


It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Jay Thomason to accept all items on the consent agenda.  All aye. 
8.   OLD BUSINESS

A.  Fireworks Ordinance, First Reading
Eddie Case explained the ordinance allows fireworks to be allowed in C-2, S-1 and I-1 in the zoning, but it is proposed to be one mile from the central business district and the time to sell is New Years and July 4th.  
Discussion

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the ordinance with the amended changes to the fireworks ordinance to add Christmas to the time to sell.  Business will be allowed to sell fireworks Dec 18 and close midnight January 1; June 27 through midnight July 4th.  The stand can erect 6 business days prior to selling due to power set up.
Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on first reading.
B.  Fireworks Text Amendment, First Reading
It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the text amendment to add fireworks stands and to be consistent with the previous ordinance change.  All aye. The motion carried on first reading.

C.  Lakeview Terrace Annexation – Second reading

Mayor Long explained this passed unanimously on first reading last month and was approved by the planning commission.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to approve Lake View Terrace to be annexed into the city as C-2.

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, aye; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on second reading.

9. NEW BUSINESS

A. Website Update
Eddie Case explained that in May 2004 we went out for bid for website proposal design.  Bids were received and Acumen was selected.  Since that time things have changed and the second portion of that proposal was to implement online gas payments.  Since that time, technology has changed and prices have come down.  Susie Koslow with Acumen is here to present the proposal.   Ms. Koslow gave a 15 minutes presentation. The cost for Acumen to host our site and update our email addresses will be $65.00 per month.  Ms. Koslow proposed the update will come in under $10,000. This will be paid out of the gas budget.
It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to move forward with updating the website.  All aye. The motion carried.

      B.  Bethlehem Baptist Church Rezoning


The planning commission has approved Bethlehem Baptist church to be rezoned from I-1 to C-2.

Dan Powell explained this has come before council before, since then the church opened the school and this is not in compliance with I-1.  They are also looking at a master plan to expand their school, therefore they are petitioning C-2.
It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the rezoning for Bethlehem Baptist Church to C-2.  All aye. The motion carried on first reading.

Roll Call:  Jay Thomason, aye; Charlie Thackston, aye; Wanza Bates, aye; Leonard Henderson, aye; Berry Woods, abstained; Mayor Long, aye.  The motion carried on first reading


      C.  Text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Change R-16 to R15
Dan Powell explained we have compared with other agencies throughout our county.  We are reducing the lot size from 16,000’ to 15,000’ for a single dwelling.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to accept the text amendment R-16 to R15.  All aye. The motion carried on first reading.

D. For information only – We would like Council  to attend a “Financial Policy” workshop with T. Cawley on October 24th   at 3:00 pm. At 5:30 the same day we would like council to attend an Air Quality Presentation with the Planning Commission.
E.  Council meeting change – Recommendation to move the November council meeting to Monday, November 13th at 6:00 pm.  We have a workshop scheduled November 6th at 5:00.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the Council meeting date change to November 13th.  All aye.


      F.  Planning Commission Nominations – Council is not ready at this time.

Mayor Long commented that Monday, October 23rd, SCDOT will be here to discuss the Fairview Street Bridge.  We will have our senators, representatives and we are going to give them a tour of Fountain Inn.  Also, Monday October 16th at 3:00 there will be a ribbon cutting for the Harrison Bridge opening.
10.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 

      Policy/personnel matter fire department, Gas Manager position

             It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Charlie Thackston to meet in executive session.


        Dale Watson, Debbie Kvist, Sandra Woods, Eddie Case and the City Attorney were asked to remain in chambers.


      Time:  7:25 PM


      Back in session: 7:55 PM


It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Leonard Henderson to go ahead and contract with Texla if approved by Attorney Zeigler and Berry Woods.  All aye.

Mayor Long appointed a committee to study the policy manual:  Charlie Thackson, Wanza Bates,k Dale Watson, Gary Long, Eddie Case and Debbie Kvist.

    11.  ADJOURN

Time:  7:58

Respectfully submitted,


Sandra Woods


City Clerk and Treasurer

*Consent Agenda – All matters listed under Item 6, Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be a separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
