September 13, 2007 Council Meeting Minutes


CITY OF FOUNTAIN INN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 13, 2007 – 6:00 PM

All Council members were present.

Staff present:  Cathi Avery, David Benfield, Gwen Britt, Phillip Brown, Eddie Case, Roger Case, Tammy Finley, Michael Hamilton, Scott Hawkins, Richard Inman, Debbie Kvist, Carey Ladnier, Joshua Peden, Mike Pitman, Dale Watson,   Melissa Woods, Sandra Woods

Visitors:  40+
WELCOME/CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Long:  This is our monthly meeting of our Council.  Thank you so much for coming.  We have a full house tonight.  Sometimes we only have half this many, but we appreciate your attention tonight as we carry out the city’s business.

INVOCATION:  COUNCILMAN CHARLIE THACKSTON

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

GRANT PRESENTATION:

Brian Curry, Operations Manager, Wal-Mart Regional Operations Center and Michael Washington from Human Relations - Presentation to Country Gardens Greenway.
Brian Curry:  Good afternoon everyone, Ladies and Gentlemen, Council and Mayor.  It’s a privilege to stand before you all on behalf of Wal-Mart, as well as a resident of Country Gardens to present the well deserved grant to Councilwoman Wanza Bates, as well as, the Country Gardens community.   As a community we are grateful for the amenities that have been made available to us and it truly has motivated our community as a result of neighbors coming together, volunteering and sharing their resources with one another.  More importantly showing love and concern for one another during this time.  On behalf of the residents of Country Gardens we would like to thank the City of Fountain Inn, City Council, Rep. Adam Taylor, and Mayor Long for his commitment for the completion of the Greenway Project.  We would also like to show appreciation for Councilwoman, Wanza Bates for her tremendous efforts in making this Country Gardens Greenway a reality.  We would also like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Hogeboom, who are here in the audience, for spearheading this encouraging and much needed project.  I want to thank all of you and all of those who volunteered their time, energy and financial contribution for this project.  On behalf of Wal-Mart we would like to make this contribution of $1,500 to the Country Gardens community.
Wanza Bates:  Adam Taylor will not be here tonight.  I did want to publicly express our appreciation to him.  He has been responsible for even helping Country Gardens with the allocation of another $10,000 from their PARD grant.  He was going to sign that tonight, but since he’s not here we will mail it a get it signed.

Mayor Long:  They have other monies next meeting.  Gary Smith couldn’t be here for that.  So we will do that next time.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Mayor Long:  At this time we have our citizen comment.  Let me remind everyone at this time comments must be respectful. You will have five minutes to speak.  I will give you a nod when you have one minute left.

Angie Nix – Special Needs Recreation:  I actually don’t live in Fountain Inn.  I live in Berea near Furman.  A couple of years ago Cathi and PD started working on letting our wheelchair basketball team go to the Fountain Inn gym.  We always had people that would have us for a few weeks, but when their rec program started up, we didn’t bring money in, we weren’t the pretty guys, doing the big things – we kind of got pushed to the side.  We would practice outside and that kind of thing trying to make ends meet for a team that is a wheelchair basketball team.  What we do is focus on people in the community with disabilities trying to integrate them back into society and train them if they are newly injured or life in general from a chairs perspective because it is very different.  Cathi adopted us basically and took us in.  We started last year with five ball players and that’s all you need to go on a court, but you need a lot more to win.  This year I’m proud to say because Fountain Inn has stuck by us and has done additional things I’ll mention in a minute – we have fifteen ball players.  That is an amazing amount of percentage of wheelchair folks in the upstate area.  I do drive from Berea over to Fountain Inn and I appreciate the gym.  I really appreciate the parks that are being redone right now.  City Park – I can roll right out on that playground and play with my children and I don’t have to worry about somebody getting them from me or taking them because that playground is accessible.  I can play tennis out there, the new tricycle track that is at Georgia Street Park – I have a wheelchair bicycle – I would have brought it tonight, but I was afraid of the weather and it’s a long push from Berea.  I want to ride that, it’s been sitting on my porch for a year because I haven’t had anywhere safe that I could ride it.  I’m going to be able to come and bring that with my kids over here to ride.  I’m even looking to move this way.  We have a lot of folks that come from Anderson and Spartanburg and everywhere and I appreciate so much your willingness to help us from our community within your community.  I thank you again for that.
Tim Owenby – Special Needs Recreation:  My name is Tim and I am a resident from Fountain Inn and have been for four years.  This is my family, my wife Hope and my 26 day old baby and we wanted to thank you for what you have done at the parks.  That’s about all we have to say.
Judy Ladnier – Concerns regarding Police Department: Good evening.  My name is Judy Ladnier and I am a citizen here in Fountain Inn.  I am a tax payer and I am a police officers wife and I am proud to say that I am a police officers wife, as well as, a resident here.  I have some concerns tonight.  Basically, starting out a letter was sent out on August 3rd taking complaints toward the police department.  I am a little nervous.  I’m not going to lie.  I don’t talk very much in front of people.  This letter was sent out by Ms. Bates and when I saw the letter I got very upset because I’m wondering why the city here is trying to get complaints on our police department, their own employees.  When I talked with Mr. Long here, I came in and had a meeting with him. He informed me that none of the City Council or himself was involved with this.  So basically relating this to you Ms. Bates, you did not have a right to put a city letterhead out as in the first paragraph “regarding police and law enforcement in the city of Fountain Inn” which means the whole city should of got this.  A selective group received this letter, not the whole city.  More or less, I’m upset because you put it on a city letterhead portraying that the city backed this when the city didn’t back this.  Ok, I’ll go on down to… there were some disturbing things in this letter, as far as, “if you need someone to fill this out, then you can fill it out and sign it”.  Are you saying uneducated people are receiving this letter?  I mean, you a teacher, a past teacher if you feel at this point that we’ve got that many uneducated people in this town then you should be setting up programs to educate people here to teach them to read and write to give them a better life in this town and make this a better place for them to live instead of making negatory comments “if you can’t fill this out, have someone else to do it for you”.  You can’t fill it out, can’t read it, can’t fill it out and sign it – they don’t understand what they are reading.  I’ll go on down to say “this form will not be evaluated by any of the police department or the staff of Fountain Inn.  Give it to someone you trust.”  Ms. Bates, if you don’t trust this community, you don’t trust any of these city employees, then you don’t need to be here with them.  You need to move on out of town because honestly, people here needs to have trust with you as much as you need have trust with them.  And then it goes on down – “as city councilwoman I am responsible for hearing the needs and citizens of ensuring their concerns and addressing them.”  What about the police officers that are citizens here?  Do you not address their concerns and hear their needs?  I mean, is this just a selective group of people that have needs in this town?  There are plenty of police officers sitting here tonight, as my husband, that lives in this town, pays taxes in this town, pays your salary and you should hear their needs and concerns, as well as, anybody else in this town.  And then you’ve gone around town making comments to certain people that you’re getting too much credit for this because you’re not behind all this, your not liable for all these actions that have taken course here in the last month.  Well, when you put your name on a letter like this you became liable for it.  And I’ll go on to say, and I’ll set the record straight with you – you made a complaint against the police officers who were out trying to solicit positive volunteer statements…I’m a part of that group and we have had very good response because people in this town is fed up…
Mayor Long:  One minute.

Judy Ladnier:  Okay…our police officers are being slandered, profanity has been screamed at them, obscene gestures have been pointed at them as they walk down the street.  My husband jogs…he’s been chased down by car loads that are screaming out the car window and doing this kind of stuff.  I’m going to be honest with you, and I hope and I pray and I’ll say it again, I hope and I pray that you’re not using these people and all this stuff for your own political agenda, because you have a dislike for the police department it’s a well known fact around here, you commented to me four years ago when you were campaigning for Mayor, and I am going to tell you there is no Christianity displayed in this, no professional…and as speaker for this town you are an embarrassment to this city.

Mayor Long:  Are there any comments from Council?  Mrs. Sarah McBride…

Sarah McBride, Police matter:  Ladies and Gentlemen, Citizens of Fountain Inn, I come tonight ashamed, disgusted and appalled at the events that have taken place in this small town over the last few months.  The death of Richard Johnson was a very tragic event, however, the community has done nothing but dishonor him, his memory, and his immediate family with the protest, with the slander that has been going on, all the above.  The fact that no one seems to have taken into consideration that this person was a local drug addict being arrested and charged with several narcotic related charges several times just really confuses me.  Have any of you, including Ms. Bates, stopped to think of how many kids, the city’s kids, he had influenced at all.  How many others did he give or sell those drugs to?  Does it not bother any of you that Fountain Inn is viewed as a drug hub area between Greenville and Columbia because it’ small and convenient.  Does it not bother any of you that the children who live here in this town are being shown and taught such racial actions and behaviors not only by the public, but apparently by some families.  At last Thursdays protest I saw young kids out there, but also by leaders who are supposed to have this city’s interest at hand on their minds all the time.  Fountain Inn Police Department is not responsible for taking any actions towards his death.  That was of his own accord and his own decision.  The only thing that the Fountain Inn Police Department is responsible for is taking another drug addict off the streets.  Is that not their job?  Again, it was very tragic, but it was his own decision.   He made the decision to commit the actions that he did that night.  These police officers have done nothing but try to make our city and the streets of Fountain Inn safer and for all of this that is going on this is how they are being repaid.  Honestly, I’ve lived in Fountain Inn for almost a year and a half now and I’m ashamed to call myself a citizen.  Ms. Bates I find your actions appalling.  I really do because from my understanding you have been representing the police department.  They have to beg for equipment…they still need equipment that they do not have.  I have seen actions of failure of some of that equipment myself.  They and the Fire Department should be at the top of the list when it comes for needs of this city.  If we do not have them then who is going to protect you.  Who is going to come when someone calls 911? They usually need the fire department or the police.  When they are in trouble it doesn’t matter what race or color you are.  They are going to call on somebody, but if they’re not able to get there or not able to get communication whose going to come.  Nobody.  Including the actions of the NAACP and Reverend Kennedy, I’m embarrassed.  If communities are so concerned with what is going on then they need to get down to the street level and take identification of that.  That is where all these problems start.  A couple of years ago we had a 17 year old killed by a drunk driver who died in my husbands arms as a city police officer.  I did not see any picket signs. I did not see any protest protesting against that drunk driver that killed that 17 year old and got off on a light sentence if any at all.  I am a Fountain Inn Police officers wife and I will not be afraid or ashamed of it.

Reverend David Kennedy:  I want to thank the Mayor and the Council for giving me this opportunity to come before you.  I do want to say to Ms. Bates…a whole lot of people love you in Fountain Inn.  We honor you, we respect you and we are proud of your fight and if you feel like you hate it remember Jesus said to the world “hate you, remember they hated me first”.  All those people on that protest line appreciate your concern racist acts poured upon them.  Thurgood Marshall once said “when someone wrongfully take any person living for one minute it is the greatest injustice you can do to a person”.  The Fountain Inn Police Department has a history wrongfully taking its citizen liberty.  There was a fight sometime ago at the county garden apartment.  Without proper and thorough investigation your police department, Mr. Mayor, went to Southside and other high schools and arrested some students for fighting.  They charged these students with a breach of peace of a high and aggravated nature.  Some of those students who were arrested were not at the location of the fight.  Though court dismissed several cases involving these students when they found out what the police department did was wrong.  That was a violation of their rights and no due process because these students were black.  No officers should have the authority to be unprofessional or have a bad attitude in dealing with the citizens of Fountain Inn.  They need to be professional, courteous and not to talk nasty to the citizens nor should they abuse their power by violating citizen’s rights.  These students should not have been arrested in a wrongful manor nor should they been arrested without proper investigation by the police department.  This is wrong before God almighty and the laws of the State of South Carolina.  No citizens, regardless of race, color, sex, creed, religion or nationalities should suffer these indignities.  It appears to me, Mr. Mayor, you and the Chief of Police condone unjust behavior because they are police officers.  My second concern is that unjust and unholy treatment of Councilwoman, Sister Bates.  These two ladies who came before just now have revealed the racism in your city.  The real sign is against protocol and customs it is against customs that you moved her from overseeing the police department because some of your people, some of police connected officers people do not want to be held accountable for their actions.  It is not proper to move people in authoritative positions because they voice concerns of the citizens and hold employees accountable, but you removed her from her position so she could not make decisions.  She did not to anything wrong and your removal of her was an insult to the citizens who elected her.  Her term was not up, she did no wrong, but you got pressure from corrupt police officers.  This is a shame and disgrace to God.  There will be more protests because of unjust attitudes.  I was in a meeting up here in Fountain Inn, Mayor and I wish you could have been there to hear how your officers are treating citizens in the county…old and young alike.  God will always have somebody to address you when you do evil, when you do wrong and then it gets justified.  All these intimidating things you are trying to do Ms. Bates…Sister we will bring people from all over the state of South Carolina to give you support and there is nothing wrong with holding police officers accountable.  They need to be held accountable.   The Mayor needs to be held accountable.  Everybody needs to be held accountable and Churmauanga will do just that so respect protests. I have no fear of none of you.  I love God.  He taught me to not be afraid, but what you have done to her by coming up here singling her out, yelling at her, fussing with her and all the councilman silent you are wrong before almighty God. She is a human being, she is not a nigger, she is a human being.  She’s a human being Mayor, start treating her like that.
Mayor Long:  That’s enough.  By the way, no one was singled out sir. Everybody was moved.  This should have been done last year, but all the council voted to leave them where they were and I went along with the rest of the council just for the information and I want you to put this in the record everyone was moved.  It was recommended by another council member because he felt like we needed to do it before the budget process rather than after the budget process.  I said that was a very good idea and that’s the reason we moved.  No matter what you think or anybody else thinks that’s the reason we moved.  Thank you very much for your comments.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Jay Thomason, Police 

Charlie Thackston, Gas

Wanza Bates, Judicial

Leonard Henderson, Recreation

Berry Woods, Fire

Louie Chambers, Public Works

Mayor Long, Ways and Means

(Reports were read and on file with Clerk)

CONSENT AGENDA:
Approval of 8/9/07 council meeting minutes
Approval of August 2007 financial statement 
Hospitality Appropriation
It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Leonard Henderson to remove the Hospitality Appropriation out of the consent agenda for discussion.
Eddie Case:  you have a revised sheet; we had some corrections to that.  We have never taken up hospitality except on a periodic basis.  We have some requests with backup attached.

Wanza Bates:  The point is that we are getting ready to allocate…this is a request for allocation of hospitality funds.  That is why I feel it needs to be taken up as a second item for discussion.  The consent agenda generally consists of the approval of our minutes and actual expenditures of our budget.

Mayor Long:  This would go under new business.  Her motion is to take it out and discuss at a later time or not to take it out.

If you want to vote to take it out on this motion to remove the hospitality from the consent agenda would you signify by aye.  5 aye, 2 no.  The motion carried.  

Hospitality will be moved to new business item A-1.

It was moved by Jay Thomason, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the consent agenda.  All aye.

OLD BUSINESS
Ordinance 2007-27, Second Reading: Council Ward Assignment Ordinance

Mayor Long:  Under old business we have an approval, this is second reading of assignment of council wards of annexed properties.  We have had a first reading.  This is second reading.

It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Louie Chambers to approve Council Ward Assignment ordinance on second reading.  All aye.

Text Amendment Ordinance, Parking, Sidewalk, Street Connectivity, 

Second Reading – Dan Powell
Dan Powell:  You may have noticed it got a little cooler the past day or two.  On the way down I noticed an increase in walkers and bikers.  The Fountain Inn Planning Commission has challenged staff to draft an ordinance to encourage more sidewalks, safer sidewalks, street connectivity and better parking.  Those are the three elements of this plan.  Before I forget, October 3rd is USA Walk to School.  I’m working with the Police Department and the Elementary School.  Hopefully the whole community will participate in that.  The three things that are basically outlined in this ordinance is more flexible minimum parking standards while allowing a maximum standard to prevent large seas of asphalt and unused parking spaces.  The second is that it strengthens the city’s sidewalk standards by requiring all subdivisions to have safer pedestrian assessability.  You may know that the current ordinance allows for sidewalks within a mile and a half.  The outskirts of town will have to have sidewalks and any new sub-division.  The third element is the required street connectivity where appropriate providing safe access and efficient travel by automobiles, bicycles and pedestrians.  That will be reviewed thoroughly by staff to make sure there is a well planned connection and not cut throughs.  Do you have any questions?
It was moved by Leonard Henderson, seconded by Wanza Bates to approve the Parking, Sidewalk, Street Connectivity Ordinance on second reading.  All aye.

Fountain Inn Nursing Home development update –Cathi Bauman
I’m just glad to be here to bring you good news that we are ready to begin construction of our nursing home.  If any of you have been by there we’ve got a sign up now in front of the house.  Sherman Construction is going to be the builder for the nursing home and we have a construction trailer out there now.  In the next week you’ll see something going on at Fountain Inn Nursing Home.  We’re very happy about it.  I’ve been waiting eight years and I’m ready for everything to begin.

Mayor Long:  I know you are.  You do a great job out there and we appreciate that.  I thought it was only two years, but it’s been eight years.

Sanctified Hill Master Plan Update – Martin Livingston
Marin Livingston:  Thank you Mayor Long and members of City of Fountain Inn.  Thank you for allowing me to speak.  I’m Martin Livingston, Executive Director of the GCRA.  Sometime earlier this year we started the process of working with the Sanctified Hill Community to develop a master plan for improvements of that community.  Currently, that is the only area that is eligible for block grant funding for infrastructure improvements.  We started the process by first inviting the community residents to several meetings with the Clemson University Arts Design Partnership.  Several Clemson planning students attended those meetings including residents of the community, council members, Mayor and the City Administrator.  During the process we identified several areas to improve including property owned by the church in the community and several private property owners.  We have developed designs showing what those improvements could look like.  I’ll go through a little bit of what we covered in those meetings and hopefully everyone can see the design.  Here is the overall study area against Shumaker Circle, Boyd Street, Putnam Street and Main Street entering into the community.  If you remember the redevelopment authority worked with the city to install the sidewalk and curbing along Putnam and along Boyd Street in front of the church to the entrance of the community.  The Clemson University students and Bob Bainbridge developed a plan for senior housing that included about 10-12 units in this area.  We have contacted the church to let them know that we are interested in working with the church that developed that area for senior housing.  They recommended…there was a trailer park unit here…recommended removal of that park and town home development within this area along with a club house.  There is also single family houses recommend for several spot areas, as well as town homes developments here on Putnam Street and a commercial and residential unit developed here on Main Street and Putnam Street.  The larger development area includes single family houses.  This is also known as the Shell family property.  We have contacted the Shell’s, met with them and talked about  the process for moving forward on purchasing the property and developing it.  We are still in that process trying to get an appraiser to come down here and appraise the property.  We may need an engineer to come out and exactly identify the areas where we will build, because we are trying to build around existing homes owned by the family.  In the park area a recommendation was to build a park shelter and an open field that would be used by the community and for any surrounding groups that may be interested in using this area in developing an agreement with the church and monitor and possibly maintain the facility.  We still haven’t gotten to the point where we are having any kinds of agreements yet.  This is all included in the plan.  One of the recommendations was signage…developing a sign for the Sanctified Hill Community that would be standard throughout that would fit the character of the City of Fountain Inn.  That sign would be placed here.  We are ready to proceed as soon as we get the ok to do so.  Also, there was some recommendation to improve Rosemary Lane and Lakeview Drive.   We stated we have to do a survey of these two streets.  We have completed the survey on Rosemary Lane and determined it is eligible for infrastructure, curbing and repaving using CDBG funds if the city would like to proceed on that.  I have mentioned that to the City Administrator so we are ready to go.  I will be sending you a formal letter that has occurred.  We still have not received any of the…completed all of the surveys for Lakeview Drive.  We are waiting on a few more surveys to be turned in.  Then we will be able to coordinate any efforts to improve that street as well.  So far, what we are requesting is the redevelopment is requesting from the City of Fountain Inn Council is approval and adoption of this plan for implementation.  We have identified several funding sources other than your CDBG and HOME funds that could be used to provide mortgage financing, could be used for affordable home repairs, could be used also to develop the senior housing in this area that is ruled development fund and I believe they also have funding for downtown activities and Main Street activities for the City of Fountain Inn.  I can certainly provide you a copy of that document and a list of their grants that they have available.  The City Administrator is also aware of those.  We’re requesting approval of the plan and I’ll answer any questions you may have.
Louie Chambers:  How long to you think this project is going to last.  I mean how long will it take to complete it.

Martin Livingston:  It depends on a lot of issues… first being able to acquire the property and then getting successive funding throughout the years to get it done.  Normally, when we implement a project we like to complete it within a five to seven year period.  I’ll say comfortably within the next 5-7 years.  Fountain Inn currently has half a million dollars… it could take two million/ three million dollars to develop the entire development within that area.  It could be several years.  We’re not saying all of Fountain Inn CDBG and HOME funds which could take…only $100,000 coming into the City of Fountain Inn every year. You’re talking several years, maybe ten or maybe 20 years using those funding  sources so we have to be able to leverage those sources find other sources and bring them in.  Some funding sources that we are considering…state housing trust fund which can provide non profits with the funding to develop the housing.  It may be necessary for us to partner with a non profit to get the houses done.  We may need to partner to get any other street improvements of public parks improvements.  I understand that C-Funds are also involved with the Rosemary Lane and Lakeview Drive area that we may be working with C-Funds to get that done as well.
Wanza Bates:  You’ve referred to Rosemary and Lakeview….we have consistently said that we’ve contacted Laurens County and that we should be on their list to get those streets taken care of.  I would strongly suggest that we try to let that happen instead of using that seed money we have for that neighborhood and use that to jump start the other development projects instead of using it for the streets.

Martin Livingston:  And we understand that.  I don’t believe the C-Funds will pay for curbing.  We can provide the funds for the curbing with the C-Funds to do the paving.  Any approval item over $25,000 must be approved by the GCRA board and we also send a letter to the City of Fountain Inn so that you can approve it saying that you agree this is what needs to be done.

Eddie Case:  Council has a copy of the completed book that was handed out.  It was either in your boxes or handed to you personally so you can study that and come back to adopt that at whatever point you are ready to vote on it.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Jay Thomason to adopt the Sanctified Hill master plan as presented.  All aye.

Mayor Long:  You did a great job.  Tell Mr. Bainbridge along with Ms. Bates and others that the work has been approved.

Martin Livingston:  Thank you for the approval.   We would not have been able to develop this plan without citizen participation.  The continued plan will have to involve residents of that area.

NEW BUSINESS
Hospitality Appropriation

Eddie Case:  You have in your packet a request and recommendation from staff that we approve $12,500 out of Hospitality.  I’m also very mindful of where we are at and what we have committed, encumbered hospitality for.  We have encumbered $202,583 since the beginning.  We have spent $97,126.08.  We have a balance of encumbered funds of $105,456.  We have in the hospitality fund as of 9/13/07 $155,277.58.  We have unencumbered funds of $49,820.66.  We are required under that State of SC to retain $10,000 in the fund balance.  We are funding this at approximately $8,500 per month income….$102,000 per year.  Those numbers go up some months and down some months depending upon the restaurants that are involved and the income.  The Aunt Het Festival and Christmas Festival you see the attached documentation…we think both of those tie directly to the hospitality funds that bring people to Fountain Inn as a destination point not a pass through.  National Night Out, which has been rescheduled for Friday, October 12th, we are requesting $2,085 to fund that.  We feel that benefits the same and qualifies for the criteria for the hospitality fund.
It was moved by Louie Chambers, seconded by Leonard Henderson to approve the hospitality appropriation.

Wanza Bates:  The explanation of the expenditure for Aunt Het and the Christmas Festival and National Night out…what is the money being used for?

Eddie Case:  Sponsorship…it pays for the event.

Wanza Bates:  I always have an issue in taking money out of this hospitality fund particularly because we have not developed or put together our strategies for economic development.  The hospitality fund is one of the greater sources that we have in the city to make economic development occur here in the city.  In the state code they recommend, they hope we are going to use the revenue from local hospitality tax for tourism related buildings including, but not limited to civic center, coliseums, and aquariums.  Tourism related cultural, recreational or historic facilities, highways, roads and bridges providing access  to tourist destinations.  I really have a problem using hospitality funds to fund one time events.  To me it’s money you sink down in a hole.  You don’t cause that money to be recycled.  Next year when any of these events come up they would have to have the same kind of expenditure.  I don’t know if there is a relationship between the amount of money we spend and the amount of money that it generates for the city.  On national night out we have never funded…where has it been paid from before?

Eddie Case:  Donations…police department donations.

Wanza Bates:  I don’t think this is the best use of our hospitality funds.

Jay Thomason:  I believe these festivals…the Aunt Het festival I think brings about 5,000 people to town that day.  The Christmas festival is two weekends it brings about 12,000 people to town.  That’s a lot of people.
Wanza Bates:  It brings a lot of people to town, but what are they doing when they come here.  For example, at Aunt Het Day they charge the vendors booth rates, but do we get tax money for that or do the vendors take that with them when they leave town.

Roger Case:  They go through the chamber for that and pay a booth rate.  They do not pay the city a license fee.

Berry Woods:  Call for the question.

Mayor Long:  All in favor of funding Aunt Het, the Christmas Festival and National Night Out to the tune of $12,085 out of Hospitality signify by aye.  6 aye, 1 no.  The motion carried.
Gas Budget Resolution – Mike Pitman
Mike Pitman:  This is actually a good thing.  We are requesting some additional funds for 2007 to accommodate the building out of some 10/12 subdivisions that we hadn’t planned for in 2007 budget.  This will add quite a bit of revenue to the natural gas department and ultimately to the city.  You have a list of what the subdivisions are.  We did not plan to have this many homes, in the order of 1,300, added to the gas departments 6,100 or so customers that we already have.  We are looking at adding about 1/5 of what we have right now.  The numbers that are on here, you see there are a few projects that have already been completed, others are in the works.  I lot of the estimates are in the fourth quarter which would be in October and November.  Builders will want to get in and get the pipe laid before the actual builder gets in an builds there homes on it.  One thing that we have run across in a number of subdivision is a lot of rock.  Because of that it will increase our costs to lay the pipeline.  In particular when you look at the cost of tying in the two four inch pipelines which we have to do to increase our pressure so that we can develop some of these subdivisions the estimated cost is $23,000 and it ended up being $46,000.  That’s a direct effect of running into a lot of rock.  It’s hit or miss, but when we run into it will add to our cost.  These are just estimates.

Mayor Long:  You’re short or the estimated amount that you need is $558,000.

It was moved by Berry Woods, Jr. seconded by Louie Chambers to approve the additional $558,000 expense to the gas budget and reserve the right in the future to add to other financing by resolution.  All aye.
Wanza Bates:  Where are the funds coming from?

Mike Pitman:  Reserves.

Planning Commission Appointments
Sandra Woods:  The following Planning Commission members are up for re-appointment:  John Mahony, Mayor Longs Ward; Juanita Mansell, Wanza Bates ward; and Raymond Hargrave, Berry Woods ward.  Each member would like to go back on if it’s council pleasure.

It was moved by Wanza Bates, seconded by Berry Woods, to re-appoint the Planning Commission members.  All aye.    

Wanza Bates - Police Issues:
SLED has received several of the voluntary statement forms – both positive and negative comments  and I do appreciate those who have stood with me and tried to give persons in our community who are hurting, fearful, and you who feel they have been inappropriately treated, a means to address those issues.  I want to share with my fellow council members as well as the public, the stories I’ve heard and challenge this Council and City to respond in a quick and positive manner.   

STORIES

During the last week of July, a police officer stopped a young man at Palmetto ATM machine for having his music too loud.  This young man had no prior record; he probably didn’t even know there was such as thing as a noise ordinance, Officer Steele gave him a $565 ticket.  He pulled off and went approximately 3 blocks, Officer Graham pulled up behind him and put on his blue lights; said ‘son, you have a problem, anything you want to say?”  Charged him with disorderly conduct and gave him a $1087 ticket, arrested him and towed his car that cost $95 to get it out.  I understand that the officers did not read him his rights, took no fingerprints, and it was about 3 hours before he was allowed to make a phone call, around 10PM, causing him to miss work.  On the day of court, the disorderly conduct charge was dropped and the noise violation was continued.  

Another police report I read, stated the ‘subject’ was arraigned before a Judge and taken to the Greenville Detention Center.  I know for a fact that the ‘subject’ was never taken to the Greenville Detention Center.

In another case, 2 subjects were lying on the ground face down with their hands behind their back, and were hit in the head with a billy stick, one 2 times and the other one, more than 2 times.

As recently as yesterday, a young man called me, stopped for not putting on a signal light when turning which he says he was certain he did.  After he turned the corner, he was faced with another 4/5 police cars around him, one of the cars was a K-9 officer who said, get out of the car, Mr. Jones.  His passenger had some drugs in his pants pocket, the officer told the passenger, we’re not arresting you but we’re taking you in for questioning.  The passenger was released and the driver was charged with failure to use signal and simple possession, the drugs found in the passenger’s pocket.  While held in custody, the detainee’s house was broken into.

I pose the question, particularly in the first instance of the working young man with no prior record, ‘what ever happened to “warning tickets” and an opportunity to educate and garnish the respect of officers.  In Myrtle Beach, they found that after posting signs notifying visitors of the loud music ordinance that infractions diminished dramatically. 

I’ve heard these stories numerous times.  It seems to be easy to get a charge in Ft Inn and misdemeanors and felonies carry serious life-long consequences for people ... and then we wonder why our youth respond they way they do or take on certain kinds of attitudes.

Another occasion involved, a man who ran from the police because he didn’t have a valid driver’s license which he readily admits.  When the officers caught up with him, they tazed him 5 times while on the ground, kicked him 8-10 times, and hit him in the head with a billy stick.  Took him to jail, he sat there for 7 hours, around 11:30am they were going to release him and his son told them that if didn’t get him some medical help that he was going to call his attorney.  Paramedics took him to the hospital, he had fractured ribs, a punctured lung, 2 lacerations on his head, one requiring 13 stitches.  It was discovered he had a warrant for back child support so he was handcuffed to the bed for 5 days, although he complained about a hurting arm that was swollen, it was never x-rayed.  It was later discovered that his arm was broken.  The charges were dropped in this case.

The people that are filing these reports aren’t hardened criminals, with weapons, or resisting arrest.  I have even heard quite a few “harassing or retaliatory” stories where there are racially mixed couples as well as when whites guys are friends with black guys.

Several officers’ names come up more than others: Graham, McBride, Vokey, Steele, Ladnier.

There are stories of forced entries/breaking into houses without search warrants, or no search warrants left behind and no one arrested; as well as, stories of police coming upon people, as they are walking down the street asking ‘where are you going this time of night?’

Issues like this affect our town in many ways, the image we portray, the desire for others to want to live here, businesses to locate here, developers, the receipt of grants and federal dollars, etc.

There have been as many people unwilling to fill out a SLED voluntary statement as those who filled them out for fear of retaliation or repercussions on them or their family members.  And I can understand their reluctance to file a complaint or pursue inappropriate infractions because I have personally experienced a lack of interest and engagement in issues that warrant our attention.  These concerns have been voiced to the Chief of Police, Mayor, and City Administrator since at least November of 2006.  And actions like Lt. Inman’s editorial entitled “Fountain Inn Police denied due Process” and the personal door knocking to request positive statements for the police dept highlight and strengthen this image of aggression and retaliation. 

It doesn’t matter if you get 100 or 1000 positive police statements, it would never negate or overrule the truthfulness of 1 negative, inappropriate, aggressive case of police behavior.  Positive comments should be the standard, the expectation.  Positive comments can simply mean that persons have had no experiences with the police and therefore all they know is positive or they have had an encounter and it was handled/solved appropriately or better yet in their favor.  But what about the life-long impact on the lives and families of one inappropriate law enforcement action.

The comments I’ve received on the editorial, can be summarized by the following 2 comments that I received from other people: 

‘It would seem to me if the police department was really interested in not dividing the city and really wanted to know how the community, especially the black community, felt about the police department they would be joining you in trying to find out whether or not the Ft. Inn police are in the habit of intimidating and harassing black residents.  The home visits (referring to the request for positive police dept statements) are much more menacing and much more divisive than anything I have read so far.’

The next quote was ‘I do hope that this allegation is a ploy to draw opposition fire and hopefully it is not a case of Fountain Inn Police acting without regard to citizens’ rights or without supervision or knowledge of its leadership.  Such acts of maverick policing, of course, is a general feeling in the community, and is exactly why they are under scrutiny.’

If LT. Richard Inman’s (Inman is the Lt who wrote the editorial in the paper) 1st amendment rights are greater than: his respect for his employer’s request to not discuss a case that is under investigation, and to throw insinuations and felony accusations  at a deceased person who died while in police custody, and to label all “African Americans in Fountain Inn”  in a derogatory manner; then he deserves to be really free to express his beliefs and opinions without being paid by the very ones he’s cursing – the City and its residents.  But Lt. Inman, if it’s any consolation or encouragement to you, 95% of the comments I received relative to your editorial, don’t believe you acted alone and that you were probably encouraged to write it. 

I appeal to my fellow Council members and others in the community to address these issues.  

Over the last several months, I have looked into several programs, had a lot of conversations and documentation of how I have tried to engage the Chief and other administrative staff on these matters, so I propose the following next few actions steps:

· That we engage the Legal and Liabilities Risk Management Institute, which is endorsed by the SC Risk Management Association, that insures most of the cities and town in South Carolina.  They bring in a 3-person team with legal and law enforcement expertise.  Their audit and assessment will validate the concerns or dispel the beliefs by reviewing records, talking with citizens and officers, doing ride-alongs with officers, having dialogue with citizen groups.  They will also review and establish  law enforcement policies, citizen complaint systems, establish a Civilian Review Board comprised of citizens and law enforcement personnel, establish operation plans, and establish systems of accountability both internally and externally.  They could begin their efforts as early as the 1st week in November, at an approximate cost of $12,000.

· On the other hand, it has become very apparent that citizens who are having encounters with the police department need to be better informed of their rights and responsibilities and be linked with resources.  I have been in contact with several organizations that provide assistance in the area of education, jobs, entrepreneurship, child care, youth enrichment programs, school issues, mental and physical health issues – services that help individuals and families in a wholistic manner.

· I have scheduled a Legal Workshop for October 12th, (didn’t know about this National Night Out) entitled “Criminal Procedures and Civil Rights.”  It will be hosted by Mt. Carmel A.M.E. Church and we will ask other churches to provide transportation services for its members and neighbors.  It is an interactive session, so we need an idea of a head count so you can email me or call me.  Steve Henry with Law in Action will conduct the workshop.

· We need our communities to organize at the neighborhood level so they can become neighbors once again, caring for one another, helping each other solve their problems, and taking responsibility for what goes on in your neighborhood and we are soliciting organizations to help us that endeavor. 

· We also have several existing churches and organizations that provide many services, some that duplicate what others do.  I have identified an entity that can help us identify all the resources and assets we have in our community, get us talking to one another, and forming partnerships and alliances with each other as well as identify resources for needs that are not being met and bring those resources into the City.  We already have a team of pastors that are meeting across racial and denominational lines that have started that process.

· And we need people all across this city to volunteer to help with all of these items.  
Mayor Long:  Thank you, any comments from Council.

Jay Thomason:  Those stories, those have actually been sent to SLED.

Wanza Bates:  Yes

I would like to put a motion on the floor that we get this organization engaged.

Mayor Long:  I think Council needs a little more time to digest what you’ve…you can go ahead and put your motion on the floor.  

Wanza Bates:  Are you willing to come back and have a discussion on it without having to wait 30 days?  Before another council meeting in other words.  I think…

Mayor Long:  We’re not going to discuss.  You’ve talked for 15 minutes and we’ve sat here.  We now need to have some time to break and consider…you’ve said a lot here tonight and we need some time to digest it.  I’m not for voting for anything right now when I hear that much at one time.  I think you have a lot of meat and a lot of good there, but I need to be able to think about it some.  I think the rest of council might…I don’t know I’m speaking for myself.

Jay Thomason:  Can we meet the first of the week and have a chance to look this over and get our heads wrapped around it?  A thirty minute meeting to discuss this one matter instead of pushing it off for 30 days.  If she is trying to do this, she’s trying to do it by October 12th and some other things…

Wanza Bates:  The October 12th is a workshop for citizens just to make them more informed about their rights, what to do, what not to do, how not to escalate things.  We do not need money for that.  They are doing that for free.  We do need money for the first item if we are going to try to have an objective party come in and do some sort of assessment and help us with things like our operations and policies and internal procedures.  There is not a community complaint system that people feel comfortable with right now.  They appear to be very fair about what they do.  They have made presentation at the Municipal Association and other towns…they are respected.
Jay Thomson:  I agree with the Mayor…I’m not ready to vote on this, but I’m very interested to take time to think about it.

Mayor Long:  Jay is over the Police Committee…who would you like to have on it and hash it out.

Jay Thomason:  Me, Wanza and Louie Chambers has been on the police department and I’m new to it.

Mayor Long:  Set up a meeting next week.

      Wanza Bates – GIS: A decision making tool
I could not get my power point slide show saved to a diskette.  I wanted to make council aware of it and ask that as we go into budget session that you consider a city wide GIS system.  The GIS system is a GO special data base that takes a look at all things like gas lines, sewer lines, hydrants, fire calls, false alarms, crime statistics, recreations, parkways, rivers and streams and puts that strata of data on top of one another and really helps as a decision making tool.  Right now we have two GIS efforts going on, one in public works and one in the gas department.  Don’t know if it’s really GIS Mike, but it has the tone of a GIS system and I think we can get economy of scale and get a lot more bang for our buck if we do it in a concertive way across the city.  We were supposed to be a pilot project for the Department of Natural Resources, but they have backed off of that now that we have a statewide GIS Director.  I can give whoever the appropriate parties are, but I did not want to wait until October before I came back to tell you about that and then three of our departments would have already met with their budgets.  I thought we ought to consider that.
Mayor Long:  Please get that to Mr. Case.  That concludes our business.  It says we have an executive session, but we do not have an executive session matter.

It was moved to adjourn the meeting.

Time:  7:23 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra H. Woods

City Clerk and Treasurer 
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